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YPRES 

AND THE BATTLES FOR ITS POSSESSION 

FOREWORD 



The tonii of Ypres lies in a sort of natural basin formed by a maritime 
plain intersected Ijy canals, and dominated on the north, noith-east and 
south by low wooded hills. 

These canals, of which the Yscr Canal is the most important, follow a 
general direction south-east— north-west. A number of streams flowing 
in the same direction also Avater the plain. In addition, there are the 
JMckebusch, Zillebeke and Bellewaarde ponds. 

The hills forming the sides of this basin are very low and partly wooded. 
The line of their crests runs approximalely from' north to soutli, through 
Jiouthulst Forest (road from Poelcappelle to Clercken), Poelcappehe, 
Passcliendaele, Broodseinde, Bccelaere, Gheluvelt, the strategic Hill (iO 
(south of Zillel)ekc) and St. Eloi. Further south is the Messines-Wytschaete 
ridge, and to the south-west the Hills of Flandei-s, 

Houthulst Forest is the largest of the woods. Xext come the islets of 
Westroosebeke and Passchendaelc, then, south of Zonnelieke, Polygone 
Wood, Xonne-Bosschen (or Xonnes) Wood, and the Woods of Glencorse, 
Inverness and Herenthage. 

In this region, with its essentially maritime climate, the ^var a.?sumed 
a character entirely different from that of the rest of the front. The 
nrarshy ground, almost at sea-level, is further sodden by constant rain and 
mists, and forms a spongy mass, in which it was impossible to dig trenches 
or underground shelters. Water is found immediately below the surface, 
so that the only possible defence--\vorks were parapets. The bursting shells 
inade huge craters which, promptly filling with •\\atci', liecame so many 
death-traps for wounded and unwomided alike. 

The defence on both sides consequentlj' cesitred around the woods, 
^'iilages, and numerous farms, A\'hich were converted into redoubts with 
concrete blockhouses and deej) wire entanglements. The slightest bits of 
rising grouird hero played an imjjortant part, and were fiercely disputed. 
The crests which dominate the basin of Yjires were used as obscrv<ation- 
posts — the lowering sky being usually unfavouiable for aerial observation — 
while their counter-slopjes masked the concentrations of troops for the attacks. 

It was therefore along the line of crests and around the fortified farms 
that the fighting reached its maximum of intensity. 

The pjrincipal military operations which took place in the vicinity of the 
town between October. 1914, and Xovember, 1917, may be divided as 
follows : — First, a powerful German offensive — a counter-stroke to the battles 
of the Yser — then a very definite eft'ort to take the to\vn. The rOle of the 
Allied armies was at that time ])iuely defensive. 

The second stage was marked by a British and Franco-British offensive, 
begun in the second half of J91f> and considerably developed during the 
summer and autumn of the following year. The object of these operations, 
which ended in November, 1917, was the clearing of Ypres. All the objec- 
tives were attained and the plains of Flanders wei-e opened to tlie Allies. 

A final effort by the Germans in great strength to the south of the to«n 
was checked by the resistance of the Allies in April, 1918. In September 
and October, 1918, the enemy troops finally evacuated the country under 
pressure of the victorious Allied offensive 




BniTlsH SEXTINFJ, ON NIGHT-DfTY IX FEONT OF THE KUIXED CLOTH HALL 



THE GERMAN OFFENSIVE OF 1914 

(October 29-Xoveml)ev 15. 1914.) 
Prelimjna.ry Operations 

Aftei Ihc \ictoiv of the ]Marne, which drove the Germans north of the 
.\i.sne, liCLian the opeiations known as " the P>ace to the Sea." Each side 
cnrleavonred to outioace the ntliev, vitli the ohjpct of suTronndhig tlie 
enemy's mai'chhit;- ivina. 

Tills remarkable " Race to the Sea ' — a wideh' extended movement 
s])lendidly carried out by General I'och. and in "Hhich the Allied forces in 
their march towards the noith constantly outstrij^ped the enemy — might 
have been used as the starting-point for a grand .\llied offensive asainst the 
German right, but the exhaustion of the Belgian aimy, after the terrible 
tiials ■\\hich it had just jjone through in its retreat on the Yser — following 
on the fall of Antwerp — and the delays in the transport of the British troops 
from the Aif ne front to the north, prevented the development of this offensive. 

It was therefore only possible for the Allied armies to fix their front and 
make it im])regnable. 

The stages of this ]'ace to the sea and the fixation of the front took place 
bet^ieen September 20 and October i.'!. 1".I14. 



The Forces Engaged (0( t. 1914 

^A'licn the Fiist Battle of Ypi-es opened, the front described a wide semi- 
circle passing through Zoniiebekc. Ghehivelt and Zandvoorde, runninii 




thence south of ilt-Ksines, and finally linking up with the line to the east of 
Armentierei?. 

At the beginning of the battle all this part of the front was held by the 
Biitish army, as follows : from Zonnebeke to Zandvoorde, the 1st Corps 
(Haig) and 4th Corps (Ra\ylinson) ; from Zandvoorde to Messines, the 
Calvary Corps (AUenby), two infantry divisions, and the T<ahore Division, 
which had just landed at Jlarseilles ; lastly, from ^lessines to Armentieres, 
the Srd Corps (Pulteney). 

Facing these forces were the German IVlh ainiy, consisting of the Xlllth, 
XVth and XVIth active coi'ps, and the ITnd Bavarian Corps, reinforced 
during the battle by a Division of the Guards. The British Ca\ airy Coi'ps 
had to face four German Cavalry Corps. 
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THK GEKMAJI THRUST OF OCT. 29 -30, 1914 (29-30/10) 



To make up for their setbaek in the lace to the sea, the German High 
Command deeided on a strenuous effort to break through tlie Allies' front 
at Ypres. The " Battle for Calais " ^las aliout to begin. The enemy con- 
fidently expected to leach the coast, from which they hoped to expose 
England to such peril as -Hould break down the pride of that troublesome 
enemj'. 

The Cennan attack liegan on Octoljer 29 under the eye of the Kaiser, 
\\ho, for the follo\ring five clays, took up his quarters at Thielt, whence he 
arranged to make a tiiumphal entry into Ypres. 

For seventeen days (October 29-Xovember 15) the German regiments, 
elated by the ])resence of their Emperor, fought with unheard-of frenzy and 
an utter disregard of losses in their frantic attacks against the Ypres salient. 
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ON OCT. 31, THE GERMANS MADE PHOGUE.S.S, SOUTH OE Yl'KES, BUT WERE 
DRIVEN BACK, EASTWARDS, TO GHELUVELT 



To the east of Ypies the action fought between Poelcappelle and Ohelnvelt 
failed. The fierce German attacks, in spite of the masses of men engaged, 
broke down before the stubborn resistance of the Allies. 

In a counter-offensive the British, supjiorted on their left by French 
divisions, reached the village of Becelaere, between Zonnebeke and Gheluvelt. 
but were unable to hold it. 

Further south, the British \i-ere forced to abandon Zandvoordc and 
HoUebeke. Gheluvelt, first lost on October 30, ^vas recaptured on the 31st 
in a counter-attack by the l.st Corps. Supported by three French battalions, 
the British subsequently repulsed all attacks and successfnlly barred tlie 
road from Menin to Y2)res. On the evening of the 31st, the line in the eastern 
sector ran as follows : east of Frezenberg, Gheluvelt, ea.st of Klein Zillebeke 
and the bend in the canal to the north-east of Hollebeke. 
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ON NOV. i, THE SITUATION WAS CItlTICAL IN THE EXTEEME. THE GEEMASS 
CAPTURED THE JIESSINES-WYTSCHAETE BIDGE, AND THE BBITISH FELL 
BACK ON WULVEEOHEll 



I'he Germans \\'cic more suecessfnl to the south-east. After an intense 
bombardment they attaeked, on October 30, from Saint-Yves to Wyfschaete, 
capturing Saint-Yves and obtaining a footing in ilessines, from whicli, ho\\ - 
ever, they ^vere immediately drivru l^y a counter-attack. 

On October .31, the Oermaus, aftei' concentrating enormous masses of 
troops bet^\eeii Oosttaverne and Roozebeek Canal, made a fresh attack. 
In the morning they gained a footing in the eastern outskirts of Messines, but 
could get no further, thanks to a counter-attack by three French battalions 
with twelve guns from St. Eloi. 

The Germans, however, redoubled their efforts, and towards noon, after 
a tierce struggle in the streets of iTessines, the British cavalry wei'e gradually 
forced back, but elung desperately to the western outskirts of the village. 
At about 3 p.m. a iierce struggle began for the recapture of the convent to 
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OS XOV. 2, THE FRENCH COUSTEB-ATTACKED AND RETOOK THE MESSINES- 
WYTSCHAETE KIDGE, THE GERMANS LAUNCHED A MASS ATTACK AGAINST 
GHELUVELT 



the south of Messines, then in the enemy's hands. B3' night the British ^\ere 
in possession of the last houses west of Messines, the Germans holding the 
eastern crest 

Durint' the night of October 31, the Messines-Wytsehaete ci'est was again 
tiercelv attacked. The Germans gained a footing in Wytschaetc and broke 
the British line to the north of Jlessines. A withdra^\al became necessary, 
and at dawn the line ^vas set back as far as the western outskirts of 
Wulverghem. 

During the day of Xovember 1, Wytschaete was retaken and lost again. 

French Zouaves, actmg as reinforcements, held their ground doggedly 
in front of St. Eloi. The enemy offensive redoubled in intensity, and the 
situation became desperate. As a result of the flooding of the Yser, the 
(German Ilird Corps in the northei'u sector became available and joined in 
the assault. 



The French 14th Corps, huniedly called 
and succeeded in driving liack the Germans 
the western outskirts of AVytschaete. On 
once more in possession of the western crest 

This check did not daunt the Germans, w 
from their Belgian garrisons, directed their 
The attack was made by compact masses of ti 
front, the movement coinciding ^^ith a th 
Blenin-Ypres Road. At the latter point the 



up, counter-attacked furiously 
and gaining a fresh footing in 
Xovember 2, the French were 
of Jfessines- Wytschaete. 

ho, having just been I'cinforoed 
efforts further to the north, 
oops on the St. Eloi-Zwartcleen 
rust against Gheluvelt on the 
front M'as momentarily broken, 
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THE GERMANS COKTINUEII THEIR EUKIOIS ATTACKS UNTIL NOV. 11, BUT 
FAILED TO REACH THEIR OBJECTIVE ; YPEES 



but furious countci-atlacks rc-ostabUslied the original positions. The 
Frencli troops ■which held the bend of the canal north-east of Hollebeke weie 
overpowered and thrown back on Verbranden-Molen. X counter-attack 
bv the 1st British Corps checked the enemj' onrush, and after a magnificent 
defence the original line \\as almost entirely maintained. 

The battle continued to iai,c A\ith increasing violence, the culminating 
point being reached on November 11. At dawn the Germans, after a terrific 
artillery preparation lasting several hours, attacked with the infantry of 
the 1st and IVth Brigades of the Prussian Guards. They succeeded in piercing 
the line in three places, and forced their way into the Avoods behind the 
trenches to a depth of rather more than two miles through the principal 
breach. 
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They did not, however, reach their objective. Enfiladed by machine-gun 
fire, tliey were partly driven back into their trendies, after a bloody hand-to- 
hand struggle amid great confusion. The losses on both sides were very 
heavy, without any decisive result being attained. 

The weather, previously bad, now became a violent storm. During the 
night, under cover of the hurricane, the Prussian (iuard broke through the 
Allies' front. Ypres — the prize on which the Kaiser had set his heart — 
seemed at last within the enemy's grasp. 

But the British, momentarily demoralized, (quickly rallied and drove 
back the Prussians in a heroic charge. 

The struggle continued fiercely during the following days, the (Germans 
launching numerous attacks with compact masses of troops. The deep lines 
of infantry, led by young officers, whose undeniable courage did not 
compensate for their lack of experience, were mown down. 

Exasperated by this check, the enemy set about to destroy the to\\"n 
which they were unable to take. On Xovembei' 10, German aero]-)laiies 
dropped incendiary bombs, and thenceforth the bombardment was conducted 
methodically bioth by aeroplanes and by guns firing from ten to twenty shells 
per minute. 

I'p to the 1.3th, the town had sutfered comparatively little. The Cloth 
Hall had only been hit by two shells (on the .5th) and by a few bombs. But 
in the disastrous days of October 22, 23 and afterwards, the bombardment 
became more intense and better regulated. The Germans brought up an 
armoured train to Houthem, which, directed by observation balloons, rained 
incendiary and explosive shells on the town. On the evening of the 23rd, 
all that remained of the Place des Halles was a heap of ruins. 
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THi. LLUiH HALL ].-, 1 1,AMLb (^0V. 22, 1911) 

T/(e Germans, unable to cnplvre Yj'res. deitrui/edit methndkaUy by shcll-Jire 
(lihoto, Ant'jttij, )'pre^). 
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DURING THE WIN'J'KK MONTHS I.OG-BOADS WEKE SECESSAHY FOE THE LOERIES 
AND AETILLEHY, AND EVEN THESE SASK IN THE BOTTOMLESS MUD 



Period of Comparative Calm 

(December, 19H-Apiil, 1915.) 

Having failed to pierce the front in the neighbourhood of Ypres, the 
Germans abandoned their attacks in close formation, and operations in this 
sector \Yere soon limited to incessant artillery actions, occasionally followed 
by fierce sni'prise attacks at isolated points. 

Some of the attacks during this peiiod of comparative calm are w-orthy 
of note. 

On December 1(1, the C4ermans launched three attacks against the British 
trooiJS in front of Ht. Eloi, only one of whicli gave any result. The enemy 
eaptui-ed the first trenches of the Allies' fine, but were driven out on the 
follo-\ving night by a counter-attack. 

Other attcmjjts were made during the following Aicek, \\ith the same 
negative result. 

On December 17, the Germans attacked in force to the north-west of 
Ypres. Zonnebcke, Langemarck and Bixschoote were bitterly disputed, and 
the two last-named villages remained in the hands of the enemy. 

These battles were fought in a sea of mud formed bj^ the lain and the 
flooding of the land by the Belgians. 

One Colonel wrote : " The groimd on -i^hich we are fighting is awful. There 
is £1 crust about a foot thick ■\\^hich is comparatively good, but underneath 
tliere is bottomless mud. ilen standing in trenches four or five feet deep are 
almost una))lo to get out, and gradually sink until it takes several men to 
extricate them.'' 

The first fortnight of January was comparatively ijuiet. During the 
second fortnight a strong German attack broke do\^'n before the front-line 
trenches near Bixsclioote. 

The continual rains in this previously flooded district rendered all activity 
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THE FKO^-T-EINi. UUilJNG THE WINTER CAMPAIGN OF 1914-1915 

impossible, save that of the artillery, which continued to bombard unccasmj^'ly 
during February. 

It was only in the first half of March that the opposing armies became 
really active. From the oth to 11th, powerful German attacks were repulsed 
between Dixmude and the Lys. 

The British, on their part, v.ere not inactive during this period. They 
fought a vigorous action bet«'een the Lys and La Bassee, captured Xeuve- 
(Jhapelle after prolonged strenuous fighting, and took a thousand prisoners, 
including several officers. 
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As the weather conditions improved, the number of local engagements 
increased. In an enemy attack on St. Eloi, between March 12 and 18, the 
British first lost and then recaptured that village. Further south, during 
the tlrst half of April, fierce engagements were fought without decisive result 
in front of the villages of Kemmel and Wulverghem. 

The Germans continued to bombard Ypres with large calibre shells, 
heaping ruins upon ruins. 



THE SECOND BATTLE OF YPRES 

( April— aiay— June, 1 015. ) 

The long period of enforced inaction during the winter months, and the 
dejjressing ^vaiting in the icy mud, were now succeeded first by local enemy 
attacks, then by a fresh powerfully organised attempt bj' the Germans to 
capture Ypres, 

The battle began on April 14 with a strong unsuccessful thrust to the north 
of Ypres. The British replied by attacking Hill 60. 

On April 17, after the firing of a powerful mine, the hill Avas brilliantly 
captured, and in spite of bitter countei'-attacks on the 18th by the Germans, 
who fully realised the importance of this 'poinl iJ'appiii, the jiosition remained 
in the hands of the British. 

Mean\\hile, a new German offensive was being prej^ared, which their 
High Command believed ■would prove irresistible, thanks to the use of a new 
weapon, as murderous as it was unexpected. 

Althouiih Germany had signed the clause of the Hague Convention ('Tuly 
29, 1899), which prohibits the use of asphyxiating gas, the unscruj)ulous 
leaders now made use for the first time of this treacherous weapon. 

In accordance with their usual practice, they claimed that the British 
\ised the gas first, and that they used it only in reprisal. Needless to say, 
this assertion A-s'as pure fiction. 

On April 22 the front ran as follows : Belgian troops held the canal ; the 
French 45tli Colonial Infanti'y Division, resting oir the canal, and passing 
through BixBchoote, linked up with the troops of the Canadian .3rd Brigade. 

Throughout the morning of April 22, the Germans bombarded the first 
lines, while the roads behind were swept by the fire of the heavy artillery, 
including Ui'-in. guns. The bombardment continued into the afternoon. 

.Suddenly, at about 4 p.m., there rose from the German trenches, ojiposite 
the lines occupied by the French Colonial troops, a strange ojiaque cloud of 
greenish-yellow fumes. A light breeze fiom the irorth-east wafted this cloud 
towards the French, who, a few momeirts later, fell gasping for breath in 
terrible agony. Terror spread through the lanks. especially among the 
African troops. A panic inc\'itahlj' followed, \\liich liuickly spread from the 
front to the rear lines. 

Behiird that cloud of gas the German troops advanced, protected by a 
hea\'y barrage and intense machine-gun fire. 

The French Colonial troops fell back sevcial miles to^vards Ypres, and the 
Germairs took Steenstraat, Het Sas and Pilkem, together with many prisoners. 

The withdrawal of the French uncovered the left flank of the Canadians, 
•i\ho wore oir their right, and they in turn were obliged to fall baelc, leaving 
tour guns in the hands of the Germans. 

In the afternoon the Canadians, rallying, took the offensive, lecovei'ed 



15 



Lizerne 

Zuydschoote"* 

Boesinghe 



Fbelcappelle 







NeuveEglise S-TvoiT 



Ploegsteert V^^ 



IHE FIRST GERMAN POISON-GAS ATTACK 
(Aiml 24, 19ir..) 



part of the lost groiinrl between Steenstiaat and Langemarck, together ^^•ith 
their guns, aiwl inflicted a .sanguinary defeat on the Germans. 

Further north, on the Yser f 'anal, the enemy took advantage of the di.sordei- 
caused by the gas to cross at Steenstraat Bridge, and readied the village of 
Lizerne near Zuyd.sehoote. where they strongly entrenched themselves. 
But Zouaves, aided by Belgians, counter-attacked in force, retook Lizerne, 
and advanced along the canal. 

The greatest C4erman effoit \\as made on .April 2.") again.st the British lines. 

The attacking troops had been grouped on both .sides of the raihiay from 
Yjircs to Roulers, near Broodseinde, but in spite of fierce attacks they could 
not break the British lines, and once moie their dastardly methods failed them. 

At the end of April the front was fixed as follows : from Steenstraat the 
line follo'tt ed the canal as far as Het Sas Bridgehead and then passed along the 
right bank to Pilkem (on the opposite bank). Here it turned at right-angles 
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ca.st«-ard.s. as far as Soetart Favm 'on the Ypres-Lanuemarck Eoacl). tumpd 
south-east Ihrouch Wieltje, then west of Hooge. finally linking up with Hill 60 
and St. Eloi. 

The (lermans revenied themselves for their failure by again lionibarding 
Ypi'e''. 

Tlie shelling, which had ceased for a time prior to the offensive, began 
again with renewed intensity. -An enormous quantity of heavy artillery had 
been Ijrought up. and large calibre shells ^Yere continuously rained on the 
unhappy city, causing a panic. The few remaining inhabitants fled terror- 
stricken along the Poperinghe Road. 

During the last week of April the battle continued with great bitterness, 
but in spite of the enemy's use of gas, the Allies gradually retook the lost 
ground. Then follo^'.ed a fresh period of calm, broken from time to time by 
fierce attacks, of vhicli that of May .1 on Hill fit' was the most impoitairt. 

On ilay 8 the battle broke out afresh in the region lying between Poel- 
cappelle and the Ypres-ilenin Road. The Germans pierced the British line 
at several points, notably between >St. .Julien and Frezenberg, and reached 
Wieltje, but after bitter hand-to-hand fighting, they were driven back to 
their trenches at the point of the liayonet. 

'J'he next day the attack was renewed in clo^e formation, under the protec- 
tion of an intense bombardment of gas shells, but the British, now provided 
^^ ith masks, stood firm. The German columns, moMn do^n by shrapnel and 
machine-gun fire, were unalde to reach the British trenches. 

The fighting died do\\n during the next few days, on account of rain and 
winil storms, which made all movement impossible, but began again on the 
24th without, liowever. any appreciable arlvantage for the Germans, who 
once more took tlie offensive. 

Another period of calm set in. and this Second Battle of Ypre>. — the 
-■ccond serious check of the (Jermans before the town — ended in a sucees.sful 
iiperation by ihe British, -s^ho. on -Tune 2. captured the Chateau of Hooge on 
the Menin Road, two miles from Ypres. 



Long; period of comparative calm. Isolated actions. 
Artillery activity on both sides 

{.June. iril.5-.June, 1917.) 

These weeks of fierce, blooiy fii;htinL' were followed liv a long period of 
comjiarative calm, the operations having been transferred to other parts of 
the front (Argonne. Artois, Champagne). Nevertheless, local actions took 
place from time to time without any appreciable result. From July 22 to 20 
the British, after successful mining operations, advanced their line along the 
Ypres-Menin Roarl. in the neighbourhood of Hooge Chateau. 

After being di'iven from the out-skirts of the chateau by a gas attack on 
August 7. they retook the lost ground on the Sth and advanced beyond it. 

Towards the middle of September there was a rather severe bombardment 
near Steenstraat and Eamscappelle. while Ypres receired 300 more shells. 

Duiing the latter half of August an Order of the Day to the Germaji .Armies 
in Flanders stated : " Our U'ork is pracHcalhi finished in the East, and )ce are on 
the po'nt of lieg!)ining i)i llif HV.s7 ; prace in firtohtr is certain.' 
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FROXT LINE FEOM JI'XE 1915 TO JUN"E 1917 



In December, a new offensive by the Germans failed, despite tlie use of 
cas. There Aras miusual artillery activity, all the heavy guns, both German 
and British, being brought into action. 

On December 30, Field-Marshal French received the title of " Viscount 
of Ypres," in commemoration of the vigorous British defence of that city. 

On February 12, 1910, the Germans launched fresh attacks in the west, 
near Steenstraat and Het Sas, and attempted to cross the Yser. After being 
smartlv checked, they furiously attacked the British trenches between the 
Ypres-Comines Canal and the railway, and succeeded in capturing one of 
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them for a length of (iOO yards. This trencli, on account of its frequently 
changing hands, came to be known as the " International Trench. ' A iew 
days later (March 2) the British retook it. 

The struggle now became limited to a continuous artillery duel, with 
oc>casional surprise infantry attacks. The hamlet of St. Eloi to the south 
•was the scene of constant fighting for the possession of the shell-craters. 

On April 10, the fighting assumed a more serious chai-actcr. An un- 
important CTcrman attack near St. Eloi aird along the Ypres-Langemarck 
I'oad was the prelude to operations by considerable enemy forces, having 
for their objecti\'e tlie great undulating slopies between Hill 60 and 
Armentiercs. 




BRI'J'IKir DEFJilXeii WOIIKS IN J'-KONT OF YPEKt 



The fii'st of these attacks took jilace on April 25, lOlfi, l)ut failed. Two 
days later a night attack with gas was repulsed -\\-ith hand grenades. 

A third attempt \\as made in Jtay, 1916, more to the south to^\'aicls 
Armentiercs, on the sides of the road connecting that iown with Ypies. 
The British, entrenched in a ^\ood near Ploegsteert Village, were assailed by 
three German columns, and were oirly able to repulse t\\o of them. The 
third took the position, but Scottish troops coimtcr-attacked and drove the 
(Germans back. 

The most imjiortant of the enemy attacks during this period took jilaco 
on June 1. The pieparations included a concentration of troo])s beti^-een 
Tournai and Baisieux, from Stay 21 to 27, supported by guns of all calibres. 
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The attack was canied out in considci'ablc strfiigth Ix-tween Plooge and the 
Ypi-es-Commes Railwa\-. , 

The artilleiy preparation began at 9.15 a.m on June 1. and at noon the 
first assaulting wa-^-e entered the front dine trenehes. The battle died do^n 
foi' a few minutes in the evening, only to Ijreak out again during the night. 
The Germans succeeded in cru,shing in the front to a depth of .some 700 yards 
in the direction of Zillebcke, but the next day a portion of the lost ground 
was retaken by the Canadians. 

On June 6, a fresh assault began, preceded by the usual bomljardment, 
and further assisted by mine explosions. The front line trenches to the 
north of Hooge were lost; but on the 13th the valiant Canadians, who had 




xiiK Fi.iNDKU-S liATT.^EFirr.n ;>: wixier 



previously recaptured the original positions abandoned on June 1, resumec 
the offensive, and re-established the lines from the .southern part of jSanctuary 
Wood to a point 1,000 yards north of Hill CO. 

Throughout the days of June 20 and 28 there was an extremely violent 
bombardment, to which the British guns replied effectively. The Germans, 
whose losses from the attacks and this ai tilleiy fire were very heavy, declared : 
'• Belgium will he our (jrave.: 

These were the last operatiojis in whii'h the enemy took the offensive. 
All their efforts had failed, \\-)iether their object had been to tuiir the left 
Hank of the Allies, to break the lines around Ypres, or merely to take the town. 



20 



THE ALLIED OFFENSIVE OF 1917 



Series of jjoiferfiil allacks uith limited ohjeclives. Frum June lo Octoher, 
Ihe stages of the offenswe were punctuated t)y Ijreathing spaces, during wldch 
the conquered ground was cousolidaled, in view of counter-attacks, and the 
(irtillenj brought up, to prepare tlie following attach. 



Preliminary Operations 
The Capture of Messines Ridge by the British 

(June 7. 1017.) 

From July, 1910, to May, 1917, tlic Ypres sector remained comparatively 
quiet. There v.-ere few attacks on either side, but the guns thundered day 
and night. It may be said that the British were " trying their hand." 

In June, 1917, certain at last of their strength, they made their first big 
ePioit, and step liy step, in accordance with a carefully A\orked-out plan, 
they completely liberated Ypres by a seiies of offensives lasting four months, 
and broke the iron circle which, for twf) years, had been strangling the 
town. 

For several mouths before the battle, the attack on Messines Ridge had 
been carefully plannetl by means of a model in relief, situated in the open 
air and covering an area about equal to that of a tennis court. Here were 
leproduced in relief all the eontouis and peculiarities of the ground. Every- 
thing, down to an isolated tree tiu\ik, was reproduced. 

British effort took definite shape for the first time on June 7. The attack, 
planned by Sii' Douglas Haig, had for its objective the capture of the crests 
between Wytschaete and Jlessines, which the Cieimans had seized on 
Novejnber ], 1914. 

For seven days au artillciy preparation of incredible intensity hammcTed 
the villages of Messines and Wytschaete, until they had completely dis- 
a])]icare(l. 

On .hiue 7, about au hour i)efore da\Mi, at 3.10 a.m., the sky was lit up 
by an intense light, Avhile a series of territic explosions \\ere heard ; nineteen 
mines, some of whose galleries had taken more than a year to bore, exploded 
along the enemy positions. 

The Germans were taken completely by surprise, and gave way before the 
impetuous onrush.. In a few minutes their first line was carried along the 
M hole of the attacked front. Then, almost \\ ithout a pau.se, the British troops 
attacked the western slopes of the Messines-Wytschaete Ridge, and by about 
(J.HO a.m. held the crests along the whole line. 

The \'illage of Messines offered resistance, but ^vas captured by the Xew 
Zealaudcrs in a vigorous attack, as was also the village of Wj'tsehaete. By 
noon the second stage of the oifensive was about to begin. 

Descending the eastern slojies of the ridge the British carried a second 
stiong jiosition, then attacked a fresh line — chiefly in Rayon Wood — in 
\\liich ^^ere lai-ge shelters of reinforced concrete, each capable of holding a 
company. At about 4 p.nr. Oosttaverne Village, lying west of the centre 
of the position, fell. At smi-down the day's objectives had been com- 
pletely attained, and the advance at certain points exceeded two miles in 
depth. 

This fine success was (lue to the cai'cfully detailed pix-paration carried 
out under the orders of General Heibert Plumer, to the destructive effect of 
the mines, to the violence and precision of the bombardment, to the excellent 
co-operation of the Air Forces, and to the harmonious working together of 
all arms. The tanks rendered excellent service. 



21 



Groote- 
Vierstraat 
o 



dvoorde 




PloegsLeert ''^^oe^S^ 



THE BRITISH OFFENSIVE OF JrXE 7, 1917, AGAINST MESSINES EIDGE, 
PRECEDED BY THE FIRING OF NINETEEN ENORMOUS MINES 



The Germans made an effort to rally, but their first counter-attacks, near 
Oosttaverne and to the east of Messmes, failed. 

At about 7 iJ.m., on June 8, a fresh German counter-attack ^vas launched 
along the whole of the new front between St. Yvon and the Ypres-Comines 
Canal. Other engagements were fought to the east of ilessines and near 
Klein Zillebeke. Although reinforced by fresh divisions, the German attack 
was broken by midnight. 

Resuming their offensive, the British, on the moining of June 11, captured 
the whole system of German trenches, nearly a mile in length, situated near 
Poterie Farm, to the south-east of ilessines. The next day fresh progress 
was made along nearly two miles of the front to the north-east of Jlessine.s, 
and the hamlet of Gapaard occupied. 
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After the offensive — limited in scope — of June 7. which reduced the salient, 
south of Ypres, the British continued to press the enemj-. Frequent raids 
kept the Germans on the alert and secured important points iVappiii. 

On June 14. the Germans -were forced to abandon an important part 
of their first dine trenches between the Lys and St. Yvon. On the same day 
a considerable advance was made east of Ploegsteert Wood, and in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Gapaard Village. 

During the night of the 14th a double attack was made : one to the east 
of ilcssines : the other along both banks of the Ypres-C'omines Canal, to 
the north-west of Hollebeke. These attacks gave the British a large number 
of trenches, which they held in spite of fierce counter-attacks. 

To sum up. during the latter half of .June an advance of .500 to 1,000 yards 
in depth was made along the whole front line between Klein Zillebeke and the 
Lys. 

The month of July passed in raids, patrols, and recomroitring, preparatory 
to the new offensive of July 31. 

This far-reaching offensive, which lasted from July 31 to the end of October, 
may be divided into sis successive phases, and ended with the liberation of 
Ypres. 



First Phase 

{.Jiihi Zl—Aiirjnst 1.5.) 

Capture of the First and Second German Lines 

^Then the battle Ijcgan. the firing line extended from Dixmude, along the 
Yser Canal, their followed the Ypcrlee River, on the left bank of the Yser 
Canal. It next passed through Lizerne to Het Sas. whence it followed the 
canal to Boesinghe. Opposite this village the line crossed the canal and the 
Ypres-Bruges railway, then passed the Quatre-Chemins cross-roads, descend- 
ina thence to Essenfarm and Kruppfarm. «"hich lie on either side of the 
Pilkem Road. Continuing west of Wieltje Village, it passed south of Verloreir- 
hoek Chateau, skirted Verlorenhoek Village, and descended west of Hooge, 
after crossing the Ypres-Roulers railway. It next skirted the northern jiart 
of Sanctuaire Wood, then entered the latter, coming out to the south of 
Zwateleen. From there, the line extended southwards, passing west of 
Hollebeke, east of Gapaard, and skirting the eastern fringe of Ploegsteert 
Wood. 

Durinc the fortnight preceding the offensive, changes were made in the 
order of the forces holding the line. 

British troops relieved the Belgians and French who had been operating 
near the coast, in the direction of Lombaertzyde. Moreover, the French 
forces, placed at the disposal of General Anthoine, had taken up positions 
between the Belgians and the British from Reninghe to Elverdinghe. 
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FIRST STAGE OF THE ALLIES' ADVANCE FROM JULY 31 TO AUGUST 11, 1917 

(31/7-11/8) 



At 4 a.m. on July 31, in spite of unfavourable weather, the British tr'oops, 
under the command of Generals Plumer and Gough, co-operating with the 
Franco-Belgian troops led by General Anthoine, attacked in force along a 
front of fourteen miles from Dixmude to the Lys. 

In the French sectoi', the greater part of the troops had crossed the Yser 
during the niglit. The ai-tillery then pounded the first and second German 
lines, and as soon as the range had been lengtheired, the infantiy dashed 
for«'ard. At th? scheduled hour the first and second enemy lines from Dixmude 
to Bixschoote, to a depth in places of almost two miles, were occupied, while 
Bixschoote, Steenstraat, and Kortekeert Inn fell. 

The British were on the light of the French. The Ypres-Roulers Road 
formed the axis on which theii- attack turned. On the left of this road 
they pierced the German lines to a depth of nearly two miles, and occujiied 
the bridges over the Steenbeek Canal. Several villages were captured : 
Verlorenhoek, Frczcnberg. St. Julien, Pilkcm, in addition to a large number 
of fortified farms and woods. 

On the right of the Ypers-Roulers Road, the British encountered a very 
strong resistance. The ground, more broken than that on the other part 
of the battle-front, and also intersected with woods, enabled the Germans to 
keep several points d'appui. Despite the fiercest fighting, it was impossible 
to drive them out of part of the second position on the right wing. Neverthe- 
less, an advance of about a mile in depth was made in this sector, and the 
village of Hooge and Sanctuary Wood were captured. 

On their extreme right the British had captured Hollcbeke Village early 
that morning. 

The next day (August 1), the Germans replied but feebly in the French 
sector, while in the British sector, in spite of the rain, they counter-attacked 
with the greatest fury. 

Xear St. Julien the line fell Vjack slightly, but along the rest of the front 
the positions were fully maintained. 

The first phase in the liberation of Ypres was over. 

In forty-eight hours, the offensive, methodically prej^ared and carried out, 
had attained the objectives, given the Allies more than 6,000 prisoners and 
an immense quantity of stores. 

During the following days, in spite of torrential rain, the Germans 
attempted unsuccessfully to retake the lost ground, some of the attacks 
being particularly fierce. 

In the sector held by the French troops there was little more than a 
heavy bombardment on either side. French raids on fortified farms held by 
the Germans resulted in slight progress being made to the north of Bixschoote 
and Kortekeer Inn. 

The British, on the other hand, had to face strong counter-attacks. 
On August 1, the Germans succeeded in regaining a footing in their old 
advanced positions along the Ypres-Roulers Road. On the 2nd, the British 
lines between St. Julien and the Ypres-Bruges raih\'ay were attacked in 
force. The village of St. Julien was lost, but was finally retaken on the 3rd. 
On the 4th, the British line was advanced beyond St. Julien. 
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On August 5, during a fresh attack on both banks of the Ypres-Comines 
Canal, the Germans retook HoUelieke, but were driven out almost immediatel_y. 

On the night of the 5th they again attacked Hollebeke, but without 
success. 

On the 10th, air interesting operation was carried out by the British. The 
front attacked was shorter than in the offensive of July 31, and extended 
about a mile and a half to the south of the Ypres-Eoulers Road. 

Early in the morning the British were in complete possession of Westhoek 
Village, after which a violent struggle took place for the high ground lound 
the village. By evening all the objectives had been attained, including the 
capture of Westhoek Ci-est and Glencorse Wood. 

August 12 ^\'as marked by six enemy countei'-attacks, which caused a 
slight withdrawal of the line to the south of Glencorse Wood. Everywhere 
else the Allies' positions were fully maintained. 



Second Phase 

(Aiig^ist \5-Seiitetiiher 19, 1917.) 

The Allies resumed their offensive on August 1.5 along a front of some nine 
miles, from the Yser Canal to the Yj^res-Menin Road. 

The attack began at 4.4.5 a.m. The French attacked on both sides of 
the Steenstraat-Dixmude Road, crossing the Steenbeek stream in the 
morning. Driegrachten Bridgehead was taken after hand-to-hand fighting, 
while in the evening the whole of the strip of ground bet-\\een the Yser and 
the INIartjct-Vaart Canal was in the hands of the Erench. 

The British operating on the right of the Erench rapidly attained their 
first objectives, then vigorously following up this first success, they took by 
asault the village of Langemarck and its strong defences, advanced 800 yards 
beyond the village and captured the whole system of trenches. 

To the south, along the Ypres-]\Ienin Road, the struggle was more stubborn, 
the Germans resisting desperately. A series of furious counter-attacks 
enabled them finally to preserve their line practically intact in this district. 

The day s captures included more than 2,000 prisoners, of whom thirty 
^^■(■re officers, and twenty-four guns, including several of large calibre. 

Desperate fighting continued until Sej^tember 19 without, however, 
altering the positions established on August 15. 

On August 19, the British, by small local attacks, advanced about 500 
yards on the Ypres-Poelcappelle Road and captured several fortified farms. 

I'he CTcrmans made desperate efforts to hold the high wooded ground 
comprising Polygene and Inverness W^oods, near the Ypres-Roulers Road. 

On the 22nd the fighting increased in fierceness. The British advanced 
only with great difficulty, and the eastern edges of Inverness Wood were 
hotly contested. 

In these combats, from which neither side gained any decisive advantage, 
the Germans made use for the first time of liquid fire, thanks to which 
innovation they succeeded temporarily in retaking the north-western cornei 
of Inverness Wood, but were soon driven out. 




SECOND STAGE : THE ATTACK OP AUGUST 16 (15/8) 



Further north, the British, on August 24 and 25, advanced their lines to 
the north of St. Julien and Langemarck. 

During the following days, persistent rains prevented any further opera- 
tions. Infantry actions were now succeeded by continuous bombardments 
on both sides, and by isolated raids. 
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Third Phase 

{September 20-Octoher 3, 1917.) 

On iSeptembcr 20 a fresh offensive was begun along the whole front from 
Langemarck to the Ypres-Menin Road, a distance of eight miles. 

The part assigned for the French troops under Gencj'al Anthoine was 
meiely to protect the left wing of the British Army which, pivoting on 
Hollebeke, was to wheel and advance its marching wing in a direction at 
right-angles to the Zonnebeke-Gheluvelt line. 

All the objectives were attained at an early hour. 

Inverness Wood, which had been hotly disputed for the six previous Aveeks, 
^^as taken by the London troops. 

The Australians retook by assault Glencorse Wood — lost a few days 
licfoie — and Nonnes Wood. The (Scottish and South African Brigades 
cajiturcd the fortihed fainis of Vampire and Borry, and the Potsdam and 
Anzac Redoubts. Lancashire Territorials carried Iberian Farm and next 
day (the 21st) Gallipoli Farm. 

The British then attacked the second German lines. On the right the 
Teriitorials* fought violent engagements to the north of the bend in the Ypres- 
t'omines Canal, near Klein Zillebeke, and in the vicinity of the position known 
as Tower Hamlet. 

In the centic, progress A\'as more important. The ground hereabouts 
rises in a small plateau about 220 feet in height, A\'hich dominates the whole 
battlefield and extends in two long spurs : one running north-east towards 
.Zonncbeke, the other southwards towards Menin. The Germans had 
fortified these positions very strongly aird ^lithdrawn their main line of 
defence to the eastern edge of the plateau, i.e. ojjposite the side by \ihich 
the enemy must attack. This line protected the village of Zevenkote and 
the western edge of Polygone Wood, leaving in front the woods of Nonnes, 
Glencorse and Inverness, and Herenthage Park, the eastern edge of which 
latter it followed. The woods were strongly fortified, and the British had 
twice previously (July 31 and August 16) vainly endeavoured to capture 
them. 

It was the Northern troops and the Australians who carried these positions, 
advancing to a depth of 1,700 3'ards and taking Veldhoek and the western 
part of Pol\'gone Wood — the principal centre of the German resistance. 
Further north, Zevenkote was captured and the London Territorials, supported 
by the Highlanders, seized a second line of farms. 

In tfie evening of September 20, the front i-an approximately as follows : 
from Rose Farm (700 yards west of Poelcappclle) to Fokker Farirr (on the 
eastern edges of Zevenkote) ; across the western part of Polygone Wood — 
including Veldhoek — then to the east of Herenthage Chateau, and ending 
at Hollebeke. 

The Germans, in their costly and unsuccessful efforts to retake the lost 
positions, suft'ered exceedingly heavy losses, without gaining any advantage. 

C)n the morning of the 26th the British continued their attack along a 
live-mile front, from the east of St. Julien to Tower Hamlet near the Ypres- 
Menin Road. 

The rest of Tower Hamlet Spur was captured, in addition to the whole of 
Polygone Wood. 

J'\u-ther north, a fresh advance of 1,700 yards was made, and the strongly 
fortified village of Zonnebcke remained in the hands of the British. 

Besides the gain in ground, more than 4,000 prisoners were taken. 

The Gei'mans, by a series of powerful counter-attacks, sought to win back 

* French : troupes des comtes = county regiments. 
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THIIIU STAGE : BEITISH ADVANCE FROM SEPT. 20 TO SEPT. 26 

(20/'J-2G/9) 



the lost positions. On the evening of the 26th, foiu- attacks were made in 
the neighbourhood of Tower Hamlet. 

On the 27th they attacked the village of Zonnebeke, while on the morning 
of the .'iOth three attacks were made, without result, on Ijoth sides of the 
Ypres-Menin Road. 

On October ] the Germans attacked three times on a front of 1,700 yards 
to the south of the Ypi-es-Menin Koad, Avhile the same night two fresh 
assaults gave no apprecialile res\dt. 
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BATTERY OF BRITISH HEAVY HOWITZERS IN ACTION 



Fourth Phase 

{October i-S, 1917., 
Tl\c increasing activity of the Germans did not in any way prevent the 
British fi'oni prejiaring a fresh offensive. On the moining of October 4, 
iMiylish divisions, supported bj- Welsh, Scottish and Irish battalions, attacked 
along a front of ten miles, bet^iecn Tower Hamlet and the north of Langemaick. 
The Oermans, disconcerted and surprised l)y tliis unexpected attack — they 
neve themselves preparing to attack with five divisions — fell back from the 

beginning of the action. 

A rapid advance of 
one-half to nearly two 
miles vas made. 

iSouth of the Menhi 
Road the objectives were 
attained almost at the 
outset. 

To tlie north of the 
same road the enemy re- 
sistance was more stub- 
Ijorn. Nevertheless, the 
villages of Eeutel and 
Polderhoek, together with 
the chateau of that name, 
were captured, freeing at 
the same time the top of 
the crest, whose eastern 
.slopes run down to the 
village of Bacelaere. 
Further north, the 
Australians c a p t u r e d 
Xoordhemhoek and ;\fole- 
naarclsthoek, readied 

Broodseinde Crest, and 
thus advanced beyond 
the Bacelaere - Brood- 
seinde Road. 

On the other side of 
the Ypres - Roulers rail- 
■\^■ay, the British drew 
appreciably nearer Pas- 
schendaelc, captured 
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FOUBTH STAGE : THE 4t[I OCTOHEK, 1017 (-t/lO) 

Gravenstafel and a certain number of fortilied farms, and appi'oached the 
\\'estiern outsliirts of Poelcappelle. 

In spite of the violent storm which was then rajiinf;, all the objectives 
were attained and the line of crests conquered. 

Owing to the very large numbers of troop.s massed on the front at the time 
of the attack, the German losses, which included 4,.'j00 jjiisoners, ^\•ere 
particularly heavy. 
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DIFFICULT CROSSING. BRITISH AND BELGIAN SOLDIERS 



Fifth Phase 



{Ocloher 9-12. 1017.) 

To completely- clear Ypres, a few stionaly foilified villages beyond the 
line of crests captured on October 4 had still to be taken. These formed 
the objective of the attacks of October 9 and 12. 

On October P, in spite of the appalling \\'eather, the British attacked again 
on a front stretching from St. Janshoek (a mile north of Bixschoote) to the 
south-east of Broodseinde. The French were holding a front rather less than 
two miles in length to the north of Bixschoote, and had for objective the 
southern edge of Houthulst Foiest. 

The signal to attack was given at 5.30 a.m. Despite the rain, which had 
been falling incessantly for several daj-s, the infanti-j' crossed first the canal 
in flood, then a veritable s?a, of mud, and captured Mangelaere and Veldhoek. 
They advanced rather more than a mile and reached the south-western edge 
of Houlthulst Forest, after having captured numerous strongh- foililied farms 
and blockhouses. 

The British sector extended from the north-west of Poeleappelle to Bs'ood- 
seinde, and formed a fiont of some seven miles. 

On the right, the Manchester Regiment and the Lancashire Fusiliers 
advanced from 1,000 to 2,000 yards in the direction of Passchendaele. and 
carried the line beyond the crests occupied on Octolier 4. 

In the centre, many farms, redoubts and blockhouses were captured. 
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FIFTH STAGE : THE ERITIKU ATTACK HOIITIIULST FOIIEST AXD APPIIOACII 
PASSCHENDAELF, 

To the north, the captui-o of roelcappellc was completed, tl e liiili.sli 
oining hands with the French on the outskirts of Hoiithidst Koicst. 
Jlorc than 2,000 prisoners \\ ere talicn. 




SIXTH STAl..]:: LY ^<_i\\ ti, YTRES WAS CO-Ml'LETJ^LY CLEARED 



Sixth Phase 

(Oi-lolrr ■2-2-Xiircmhci- 6. 1917.) 

After a sliort I'cst, duriiif:- \\lui-h the ne-\\' positions Mere consolidated — 
ill view of enemy counter-attacks— tlie V'attle brolce out afresh on October 22. 

The attack of the l!2nd \\ as. in reality, only of secondary importance, but 
(hank-' to the progress nridc. it was possible to carry out the operations of 
the 2(.ith on a larger scale than oriiiinally intended. 

In order delinitcly to consolidate the captured positions, it was still 
necessary to take the village of Passehendacle. which stands on the high 
grotnid dominating the plain of Flanders to the east of Yprcs and from which 
lioiders is \dsilile. 

A fresh offensive «as accordingly begun at dawn on October 2(i. 

Ill the French sector, the troojis. after wading through the St. .Tanshock 
and the Corverlicek streams with the Mater nji to their shoulders, stormed the 
\ illai;e of Draciliank. Papegocd "Wood, and manv fortilied farms. 
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The next day fresh progress, to a depth of more than a mill . Ava> made on 
both sides of the Ypres-Dixmude Road, along a front of two and a half 
miles. The ^ illages of Horkske. .^schhoop. !Merckem. and Kippe were 
captured, and the -.western edges of Houthul.-t Forest reached. 

On the :28th. the advance continued on the left, in co-operation v. ith the 
Belgians. The French took the village of Luv:.;hem, and the Bcl_ians 
V\-fhuyzen. 

The British, on their part, advanced in the direction of Passchendaele, as 
far as the southern slopes of the village, caj^turina a whole series of positions 
east of Poelcappelle. 

On October 3''. British and Canadiin> continued their attacks, and in 



spite of the enemy 
Passchendaele. 



desperate resistance, reached the 



hou-;es of 







rp.E^":H trojps PA=ii>'> in feont of the p.rixs 



YPEZS CLOTH HALL 



On the follo^^^ng days they imfiroved their po-ition=. The struggle at 
this juncture was very bitter. Hindenburg having shortly before issued an 
order stating : Pa-nck'i/idaeU ii,ii^l he hdl at all co^li, and rftahfn if lo-sl.'' 

On the moiTiing of Xovember G, the British resumed the offensive. The 
Canadians, after bloody engagements to the north and north-west of Passchen- 
daele, captured the hamlets of Mosselmarkt and Goudber^'. and tinilly carried 
Passchendaele. 

On the evening of Xovember H. Ypres was cornpletelv cleared ; and from 
the top of the Passchendaele Hills the valiant British troops could see, stretch- 
ins awa%- to the horizon, the Plain of Flanders, which had been hidden from 
the Allies since October, 1014. 
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The GeriTia.n Offensive ot 1918 

Tlie front was quiet during the \\inter of 1917-1918, but 1918 opened 
darkly for the Allies. 

The Treaty of Brest-LitOMsk had sealed the defection of Paissia, while 
Eoumania, reduced to her own resources, •\\as forced to sign the Treaty of 
Bukarest. Lastly, invaded Italy -was only just j'ccovering from the disaster 
at Caporetto. Already, in spite of the terms of the Brcst-Litowsk Treaty, 
liuge masses of troops, guns and stores were being despatched to tlie Western 
Front. The blow fell on March 21, 1918. 

The objectives, three in number, were the smashing of the British right 
^^•ing at its junction ^^ith the French ; the separation of the two Allied army 
groups ; the driving back of the Channel coast of the two British armies, 
after they had been surrounded on the south. The long-coveted road " Xach 
Paris '' would then at last be open. 

But in spite of their colossal etfoits the Germans were held. 

Bv JIarch 31, the Geiman Imperial forces weie exhausted, and General 
Foch'was able to say : " The wave Jias spent ilself on the beach." The p)eril 
seemed to be averted. 

But the respite was only a short one. The flerman attack before Amiens 
was scarcely stayed (A2)ril G) ■\\hen the battle .suddenly broke out again. 
From the Arras sector to La Bassec the whole line was ablaze as far as the 
Ias. While, in the first CJerman offensive the Britisli right had suffered 
seVerelv, it was against the left wing of the same army that the new Ijlow 
was struck. 

The new offensive, although quicklj' prc]iared, was cvcu more \'iolcnt 
than the first. 

On April 9, when the attack began, the German battle-fiout between the 
Lys and Ija Bassee was held by twenty-one divisions in line and six in reserve, 
under the command of Von Quast (Vlth Army). 

Of these twenty-seven divisions only seven -were in \inv ojt ^Nfarcli 28. 

Ten divisions were hurriedly Ijrought up from the Belgian front 
(TVth Army — Von Arnim), which was holding the sector from the Lys to the 
Channel. Five others were despatched from the Artois fiont. and, lastly, 
five divisions were taken fiom General Ludendorff's general reserve. 
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Ai'p.iL 9-20, l'J18, Tin; f.r.uMvxs I'.uoiii; TirKori.ii uii-; ai.li?.s' fi!Oxt, soi'th 

OF Yl'RKK, ANIi MjVAXCED TO XIIOI'I'j: p-QKEST AND THE CHAIN OF THE 

rr^ANDEics Tni.r.s 



THE BATTLE OF THE FLANDERS HILLS 
The Break-Through 

J,,ril !). lOls. 

Tho C'eimans licgaii tlie iittuck on the morning of A])iil 9, after an iiitenso 
)joml)arflment with gas shells, and iiiidei- rover of a dense fog reached the 
first machine-guns. The sector uas held by J-'ortuguese troops, wedged in 
fictwcen the British, from Bois-( denier to Xeiive-Chapelle. 

On the whole length of front attacked, Ijctween La Bassee and Armen- 
tieres, in the Plain of Flandcis, the only natural obstacles are the rivers and 



39 



eanals. From the beginning of the battle the Portuguese were thrown into 
disorder by the extreme violence of the attaclc. 

The twenty-one German shoclj divisions attacked in live columns : to the 
south, the hrst column in the direction of (Jivenchy ; the second ((leneral 
Kraevel), in front of Festubert ; the third (Von Bernhardi) marched against 
La Couture and Riehebourg-St.-Waast ; the t'arlowitz Corps, forming the 
fourth column, advanced against Kstaires in the direction of Ijaventie ; 
further north, the fifth column attacked in the direction of Fleurbaix, out- 
Hanking Bois Grenier and Armentieres on the west. 

L^ndci' the pressure of the attack, a depression ^^■as formed in the line. 
Fleurbaix, Laventie, Richebourg-St.-Waast and Xeuve-Chapelle were lost, 
and the Germans reached the Lys between Estaires and the St. JFaur Ferry. 
To the north of the pocket the Allies resisted successfully at fleurbaix ; 
to the south, Gixcnchv, after a desperate struggle, remained in the hands 
of the British. 

Gn the following day the fierman troo])s, continuiny the push towards 
the centre. succee<led in crossing the IjVS between Estaires and the St. Jtaur 
Ferry. 

The battle extended northwards and the IVth Army (Von Arnim) 
attacked between Armentieres and Ploegsteert with the Eberhardt, Marschall 
and Sieger Corps. 

The push continued on the 1 Ith. and Armentieies, outfianked on the north 
and south, smashed by the shells and drenched with gas, had to be evacuated. 

Gn their left, the (!(>rmans, after crossing the Tawe, north of I^ocon, two 
miles from Bethune, captured Xcuf-Beripiin and Merville. 

(iivenehy, held bv the British ooth Division, resisted all attacks and 
remained in their ham Is. 

Gn the right, Xieppe and Steenwerk had to be evacuated. The German 
advance to the south of Armentieres becoming more pronounced, the British 
straightened their front, to avoid too sharp a salient, and fell back to the 
Messines-Wytschaete Ciest. 

Gn the 12th the fighting continued furiously. Advancing along the Lille- 
Hazebrouck railway, the Germans readied the outskirts of Niep))e Forest. 
South-west of ilcrvillc thev captured Calonne, and, further north, approached 
Bailleul. 

North of the Lys, under pressure of Von Arnim's arm\', the Messines- 
Wytschaete Crest, with the wood and village of Ploegsteert, liad to be aban- 
doned. The British line was \vithdrawn to Neuve-Eglise and Wulveighem. 
In these few days the gains of the Allied offensive of the last five months of 
1917 were lost. " 

The 13th maiked the culminating point of the battle in the central sector. 
Foch made his dispositions promptly, and French reinfoi-ccments were des- 
patched to the ciitical points. 

Von Bernhardi crossed the Clarence at lUibecq on the Vith. Gn the 
same day Von fjallwitz made a strong push northwards between Hazebrouck 
and Bailieul, with the object of outH.<!nking the line of the Flanders Hills, 
already attacked on the cast and noith-cast by the IVth Army (Von 
Arnim). 

Battles were fought south of i\Ietei en, at Jferris, Vieux- Bciquiu and on the 
eastern outskirts of "Xieppe Forest. To the east of Bailleul, Neuve-Eglise (an 
important cro.ss-road) was fiercely disputed. After changing hands many 
times on the 14th, it was hnally abandoned the same night. 
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The los« of Xeuvc-EgU«e led to that of Wulverghem and the British 
weio forced to fall back to the eastern slopes of Kemmcl H.l , the hist high 
point in the chain of hills called the Heights or Hills of /' l'^""^^^' ^:°/" 
east to west this chain consists of Rouge Hill (flanked on the n«rt^-east by 
Seherpenberg), Vidaigne Hill, Koir Hill, Cats Hill, and lastly by the vestein 
bastion of Cassel. 

After taking Keuve-Eglise on the night of the 14th, the Germans decided 
on a fresh and still more powerful effort. 

Three picked divisions were hurled against the hills of Lille and Ravets- 
lierg, to the east of Bailleul, which fell. The Germans entered BaiUeuI, 
pushing on thence to Meteren, which they also captured. The next day 
they tried to develop this success, but instead of the exhausted British, the 
(Germans now found themselves faced by fresh French troops. In three dayii 
(April 12-14) Retain had brought up without a hitch five French divisions 
and one cavfdiy corps, ^vhich staved the Geiman rush at the foot of the hills. 








EOUCiE HII.T., SEEN FHOM SC'IIEEPENBERfi HILL 



On April 10 the Germans made their first attempt to turn the Flanders 
Hills from the south-west in the direction of Hazebrouck. 

The French ).'33rd Infantry Division (Valentin), supported by the British 
l!4th Division, vigorously repulsed the attack. 

On the 17th a fresh and more jiowerful attack was made simultaneously 
from the north-east, towards Roperinghe, and from the south, on the Bailleul- 
Neuve-Eglise front. 

At the same time an independent operation — which failed completely — 
was undertaken to the north of Ypres on the Belgian front. The Belgians 
repulsed the CJerinans and took 8(K) prisoners. 

To the south three British divisions (34th, 4ftth, RHh) stayed the German 
advance. 

A last effort, stfirting fi'om Wytschaete, also broke down Ijefore the 
French 28th Tnfantr\' Division (Madelin). 
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THE GERMANS ATTACK THE CHAIN OF HILLS WHICH PKOTEC T VFKES 



The Capture of Kemmel Hill 

{April -i-:--:^. i;us.) 

A pciicvl ot comparative calm I'ollov.cJ, dc.iing \chicli the (.icimaiis 
prepared a fresh mass attack, in view of the capture of the Hills. 

For this new offensive rive fre?h divisions from Ai*.iic-Lorraine were 
brought npi. of whieli two — the IVtli Bavarians and the Alpine (.'orps — were 
piekoil troop*. These troops joined the four divisions already in the sector. 
The artillery was also considerably reinforceci. 

Puring this concentration small local attacks occurred on both sides. 

CUi April ili! and -S the (.Germans endeavoured to improve their positions 
novtii of Bailleui. but without appreciable re^ult. 

The French, on their part, sought by attacks and raids to impcilc the 
preparations for the coming assaidt. 

At that time the tiriiis: line, from west to ea~t. ran as follows : from 
Meteren ^held by the Uermansl it passed north of Bailleui. then crossed the 
crest of Liudenhoek at Dranoutre. east of Kemmel. and skirted Groote 
Vierstraat and .St. Floi on the east. 
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The five French divisiions which defended the Hills occupied the following 
];ositions : 

The 13.'3rd before fats Hill ; the ?,4th Infantry (Sabatiei) before Locre ; 
the 154th Jnfantiy (Bieton) from Dranoutre to the Petit-Kemmel ; the 
28th Infantiy (Madelin) before Kemmel Hill, its left linking up at Linden- 
hoek with the British 9th Infantry division. 'The Cavalry Corps was held 
in reserve on the Hills. 

At 2.30 a.m. on April 2.') the attack began -with a lieavy bombardment, 
in which the proportion of gas shells was far greatei' than previously. 

At about fi a.m. the infantry assault began in a dense fog north and south 
of Kemmel Hill. 

North of the Hills the " Sieger " divisions, mai'ching west to east, had 
orders to capture Kemmel Village, and then, ria the Valley of the Kemmel- 
beek, join up at Locie with the Eberhardt Divisions, which were attacking 
from north to south in the direction of Dranoutre. 

On the left of the attacking front, the village of Kemmel ^vas taken Iiy 
the (Jerraans, in spite of a heroic defence. Step by step the British 
!)th Division «as driven back into Kcmmelheek valley and on Dickefiusch 
fond. 

In the centre the enemy storm-ti'ooj) waves, after several repulses, finally 
reached the summit of Kemmel Hill, where a fierce hand-to-hand encounter 
took jilace. In spite of their gieat heroism, the .30th Infantiy Regiment, 
outnumbered and almost surrounded, was forced to abandon the position, 
but only after a dashing counter-attack by a battalion of the 99th Infantry 
had failed to extricate them. On the right, the (lerman Alpine Corps, by a 
daring manceuvrc, made possible by the fog and the broken nature of the 
ground, succeeded in reaching the artillery positions, which were at once 
attacked Vjy machine-gun fire. The French and British batteries, under a 
storm of bullets, were obliged to retreat, saving what material they could 
and blowing up the rest. 

The German.s thus reached the village of Locie, which changed hands 
several times during the day. 

Finally, after a counter-attack, the 1.54th Infantry Division remained 
masters of the village, although the Gei'mans succeeded in holding the 
" hospice " at tlu; southern end. 

The situation was now critical and the enemy advance had to be checked 
at all costs. On the night of the 2Gth the Allies were reinforced by the 
:i9th Infantry Division (Massenet) at the very moment a fresh German 
offensive was being launched. The timely arrival of these troops effectually 
stayed the German thrust. 

On the e\'ening of the 26th, after much sanguinary fighting, the enemy 
p)aused, exhausted. The French took advantage of the respite to consolidate 
jiew positions. 

The 27th was marked only by a violent attack on the extreme left at 
Voormciele, where the (ieimans succeeded in obtaining a footing, only to be 
driven out by a vigorous British counter-attack. 

As a result of these various battles the new line was as follows : from 
Locie Chateau it ran south of Locre Village, foUoived Kcmmelheek Valley, 
passed in front of La Clytte Village, then south of Diekebuseh Pond and 
Vo'irmezele Village, joining up with Zillebeke on the south-east. 

It was against this new front that the Germans were now preparing a 
new offensive. 
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THE LAST GERMAN ATTACK 

(Apri' 2il, 1018.) 



DicKebusch 



oReninqhelst 



^c ^ f ocnerpenue 
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M'^Vidamne* . ._„„ CZje^i^Brulooze oKemmel 

C . '1/5/ LOCrQ ♦LJ oU//^ Z' - t , 

^V M^-Noir X^, a,. ' j'^ r ,i„^/ M*-Kemmel 



Wulverqhem 




ox AFBIL 2'J, THE GKIOIAXS LAUNCHED A LAST FURIOUS ATTACK AGAINST THE 
HILLS, ANI) FAILED. EXHAFSTED, THEY THEN ABANDONED THEIR PLASS FOIt 
TAKING YFRES 



After an ai'tilleiv prcparatKHi lasting all ni.uht. the attack began at 
7 a m. on April -0. along a front about eight and a half miles in length, 
extendin" from the Chateau and Park of Locre to Dickebusch Pond. This 
attack, 1)V no less than 120,t»00 enemy troops, resulted in a crushing defeat 

for the (Germans. , , r i * t 

Both ends of the front stood firm : tlie Biitish on the left, between i.a 
Clvtte and Zillebeke. and the French on the right, in the Chateau and Park 
of'Locre. All attacks were vigorously repulsed, and the Germans did not 
even reach the Allied lines. 

More fortunate in the ccntie, thev succeeded in taking the village ot 
Locre and advanced bevond it as far as the cross-ways on the Westoutre 
Road 'half-a-mile north o'f Locie. Their success was but shortdived. however, 
as a vigorous counter-attack by French Dragoons drove them Ijack, and at the 
end of the day all that remained of their gains was a slight salient near 
Brulooze Inn. ' l^xhausted, they did not renew their attack. 

The Hill offensive Avas over. The Germans had destroyed \ pres, but 
could not enter the ruined city. 
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THE ALLIES' VICTORY OFFENSIVE OF AUGUST-OCTOBER, 1918 

After the (.-lerman setback of Ai^ril 29. the initiative iias^ed into the lianch 
of the Allies. 

On April :^0. the Trench .39th Infantry Division reduced the Brnlooze Inn 
salient. During the folloAnnj; week numerous local enaaaements enabled the 
Allies to recajiturc several fortified farms and jioiiil.,- rl'appni, and aenerallv 



45 



to coUMilidatr their positions. An attack liy the British, on July 10. to the 
north of the Lys. advanced their Hnes two and a half miles, and fjave them 
the village of iletercn. Then followed a lull, which lasted until the sjiceding- 
up of Foch's ofiteusive rendered the German positions mitcnahle and forced 
the con(|uered enemy back towards the Rliine. 

After the Allies victorious counter-thrust had Hattcncd nut the " pocket 
made by the German .'spring offensive near Amiens, the battle ijuickly spread 
over the ^vhcile front, including Flanders. 

East of Xieppc Forest and Hazebroiuk, the British, pressing forward 
towaicls Armentieres. advanced beyond Vieux-Berquin in the direction of 
Mervilli'. (In August IS, they joined battle between Vieux-Bercjuin and 
Baillcul. on a front of four miles, and captured the villa^'e of Outtersteenp. 
The ivxt cbiv thev CTitcred Merville. 




&tKMAX I'OSITION ^'OKTH OF YI'REs, CAPTrREL) i'Y I'.KLl.IAX 
OX SKI T. S-9, lOis 



Tin .'September 1, the British had reached the Ime : La Bassee, Laventit, 
.^tecnwcrke, Xeuve-Eglise and Wulverghem, on both sides of the Lys. On 
the following day. Estarres was outflanked south of Lens, and the famous 
Hindenburg line passed. Xoreuil, Villers-au-Flos (south of Queant), Le 
Transloy. .Sailly-Saillisel and Allaines (south of the Bapaume-Cambrai Road) 
were next captured. Further south the storming of (tueant by the Canadians, 
who then advanced lieyond. and approached ]\Iarfjuion. opened the road to 
Cambrai. 

t)u .September 4. the British reached the Canal du Xord. and crossed 
it at several point*. C)n the fo!lo^^^ng day. they regained possession of their 
old lines on both .sides of the Lys, from Xeuve-Chapelle to Givenchy, and 
captured Ploegsteert Village. On .s^eptember 10. south-west of Cambrai. 
• iouzeaucourt Wood and the old line of trenches dominating (iouzea'icourt 
\ i'lagc, as well as the outskirts of Havrincourt Wood were occupied. 
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The general offensive was to be launcherl a few days later, in co-operation 
^^■itll the Belgian Army and some Preneh units. 

On September 28, the Belgian Army and the British Second Army (General 
Plumer), commanded by King Albert, marched against the army of Von 
Arnim. The British, covered on the north by the Belgians, began a turning 
movement in the region of Lille, Eoubaix and Tourcoing, Hoiithulst Forest, 
the crests of Passchendaele and Gheluvelt, and Dixmude were carried with 
fine dash. Crossing the Lys on the following days between Wervicq and 
Gomines, the British now drew near to Menin. On October 1, the Germans 
were in full retreat on a wide front north and south of the Bassee Canal, 
all their positions between x-Vrmentieres and the couth of Lens being now 
abandoned. 




DrSTEOYED BRITISH TAI\K 



SUNK IS THK 3IUD AT THE ENTEAXCE TO 
rO>;LCAPPELLF. 



On October 9, the Canadians of the First Army occupied Cambrai. On 
the 13th, the British reached the gates of Douai and occupied the banks of 
the Hautc-Deule Canal from Douai to Vendin-le-Vieil. 

Else\vhere, the British Second Army, after capturing jMenin and Wervicq. 
obtained a footing on the right bank of the Lys, then crossed the river between 
Menin and Armentieres, thus forcing the Gie'nnans to abandon the line of the 
Haute-Deule, and taking the Lille-Tourcoing in the rear. 

The British army and some French units occupied Lille — capital of the 
noith—on October 17, and the same days the Germans evacuated Douai. 
Boubaix and Toui-eoing were liberated the next dav, and Denain, IMarehiennes 
and Orehies on the 21st and 22nd. 

The Western sul'urbs of Valenciennes -vvere fiercely disputed, being finallv 
retaken on Xovenber 2 by the Canadian troops under General Cnrrie° 

A few day.s later the Armistice ^vas signed, and the victory of the Allied 
aimies sealed. 
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J^c/'Hoiiih5lst 




rn;ST iiiNEEAiiY FOR visnirrc. the 

EATTLEFIKLD 
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GEBJIAX OCCUPATION OF LILLE. TEOOrS rARADINe; IN TilE CHEAT SQUARE 
J^'roiu (he Michd'ii Ciiidc : " LiUe, hrforc and d'n-iiiq the Wni." 



VISIT TO THE BATTLEFIP:LD 

A visit to Yprcs To^vu and Salient requires two days, and may I e madi' 
most conveniently by taking Lille as the starting-jjoint. 

Tirsllhiji : Visit Stessines, Wytschaete. Houthem, Zondvoorde. (Jlielnvelt, 
Becelaere, Zonnclieke, Passchendaele, Lanyemarek, Yjires. Zollcl)(ke and 
Hooge, spending tlie night at Poperinghe. 

Second Ikii/ : Visit the Hills: Scheipenberg, Vidaigne, Rouge and Kemmel ; 
then, after le-erossing the French frontier, those of Cats and Xoir, leturning 
to Lille for the nit;ht, via Armentiercs, Estaires, Bethnne and La Bassee. 



FIRST DAY: LILLE YPRES 

{Sec lliiierart/. p. 47.) 

Starting-point : The (irande TIace, Lille. 

Talie Hue Natioiiale to the end, c/o fuiiinl Place Toureoiiig, tiiJ:e Biie de 
La Bassee on the left, then th.e first ttiniiiie/ on the eight {line de Turenne), 
GantelciL Gate, ami Hue Lequeux. Cross the hridije over the Hautc-Dcule 
Canal, and turn to the left into A^ 42. 

At Canteleu follow the tram-linrs lending to Loinnte. At the end of the 
village, O'oss the railwai/ (l. e.). Co throiujli Loninie by Hue Thiers, leaving 
the elvureh on the light (transept greatly damaged), 

On the left are the burnt ruhis of a large spinning mill. Li the fields : 
numerou;; small forts of reinforced concrete, ■\\'hieh commanded all the roads 
into Lille, The road pa.sses through a small wood, in the light-hand part of 
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mIiIcU ave the ruiii« of Pi'cmcsqiK-s Cliuteau, of wliicli only tlic faoade remains. 
l\irther on, to the left, is Wez JMaeqiiart, wliose cluireh Mas l.iadly damaged. 
'J'l-euches lead to the road, while in the fields, traces of the violent .shelling 
are still visible. 

Pans through Chuju-Ilc J'Aiiiwntii'rcs (cuniplddij destroy/;!}. After 
cronsiug the railway (I. c), a British, cemetery is seen on the right. 
Ai-men-li^res lies on the other sl.le of the next level crossing. 

After entering Armentiferes, and Irnmedlatelij beyond the railway, tahe 
line dii Fanhonrg dc Lille, leaving the Church of St. Boch on the right. 
After passing apulAle washing-place, turn to the right into the Rue de Lille, 
then cross the Grande Place. Here will be seen the H6fcel-de-Ville, 
eompletely ruined. Tahe a few steps along Pue de Dunlcercjuc, then turn 
into the first street nn the right, which leads hi the Place de VEglisc 
St. Waast. 

Armenti^res 

Armentieres suli'ered in many vrai's, being taken by the English in 1.330, 
liy the French in 1382, by the C'alvinists in 1.5(36, by Marshals dc Gassion 
and De Rantzau in 1645, and bv the Archduke Leonold in 1647. 




iKMKNTiLur.s [ancient cnijraeiiirj) 



Occupied by the Germans in August, 1914, it was retaken in Septembei'. 
Xearlv four years later (April, 1918) it again fell into the hands of the enemy. 
(Jn October 2, it was finally liberated by General Plunier's army. 

Until the later war, Armentieres had preserved its 17th century belfry 
of chimes, its church of Xotre-Dame, and anothei- church dedicated to 
St. Waast — patron saint of the toM-n. 

This personage, to wliom many of the churches in this district have been 
dedicated, was Bishop of Arras in the 6th century. While still a priest, he 
is said to have cured a blind beggar in the presence of (Jlovis. This miracle 
was one of the causes which led to the con\-ersion of the king, to whom 
St. Waast acted instructor in the Faith. 

The town also possessed a national technical school, dating from the 
previous century. 




VIEW OF aementieb.es (before the TT'ai) 

THE mVEH LYS AKD ST. ^YAAST CHUBCPI {CUcln> LL.) 



Belfry, chuvclies, schools and houses are all in ruins. 

In everything connected with the spinning and weaving of linen Armen- 
tjeres, like Lille, Eoubaix, Tourcoing, and the whole of Northern France in 
general, was considerably in advance of Germanj-. Consequently, the 
Germans destroyed all the mills, factories and metallurgical works, and what 
machinery could not be taken to pieces end sent to Germany they ruthlessly 
smashed. 
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AHMENTIEHES. ST. WAAbT CHURCH AS THE GEE5IA^-S I:EFT IT 
(Coiiipnre ii-Uh photo, p. Ml.) 




5'2 




Ai:M,':<Tif:HKs. ,-:,:rnKK KiniirATixu. ti,e i,n „a^s 



MJ^Jn THE IXAVX 
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AEMENTIEKES. XuIKE UAJIE CHLKCH WAS XOT GREATLY 
DAMAGED BA' THE BOMBARDMENTS (seC bc'loiv) 



Visit the ruins o/St. Waast Church, then return to Hue ile Duukerque. 
Tliere tahe the first street on tJie right and cross the Lys. From the Bridge 
there is a seneral view of the eliurch. 




AKMEXT]];KES. NuTRE-DAME church, which the GERMANS BLEW UP 
I'.EfOEE BEING DEIVEN OUT OF THE TOWN (see abOVe) 




>«:/ fe;:'^■^:„■,^"^•^'V.^, 



iKMKNTlicRES. KUK NATIONALE, AS THE SHELLS LEFT IT 
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AEMENTIliHES. HIE I)E LILLE IS RUINS 
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BIZET. POST ON THE FRONTIER 

On tlie left of motor-car : temporary custom house 



Cross the Cloth MarJiet, ilici) follow the tram-lines along Hue dr Flanjre 
a)td Ihie Bizet. Follow tlie Lys Canal, then cross the new hviilge. Go 
through Bizet Village (badly damaged houses). Leaving tlie ruins of the 
churcJi on the right, turn first to tlie right, tJien to tlie left (the pnotograph 
sho'ns an army hut on the left, now temporaiily used as the office of the 
Receiver of French Customs). Cross the frontier a feiv yards further on, 
ihrn at the fork just outside the village, take tlie road, on the right opposite 
tlie ]'iUa dcs Hoses {photo helow). Leaving on the right the road to the 
gasworks (of which nothhig is left but a wrecked gasometer) the first houses 
0/ Ploegsteert are reached. This village lay west of tlie first bnes in May. 
1918, and was captured by the Germans on April 12 (ses p. 39). 




END OF VILLAGE, GOINC^ TOWARDS PLOEGSTEERT 

Take the > iglU-hand road. 
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BBITISH CEMETERY AT THE ENTRANCE TO PLOEGSTEERT 




Mi:ssiNES ROAD (iiicii f 1 0)11 llie CJiiiteaii de la Unite) 
In the liacl-ground : messixes ridge 




BRITISH CKMETEE 



THE PLOEGbTEERT HOAD AT AIESSINl^S 



British cemeteTV Xo. 53 (photo, p. 56) Ues at the entrance to the vilh^ge. 
Go straight through the village (in Tuins). On leaving it, Cemetery 
Xo. 54 is seen on the right, then beyond a large concrete shelter. Cemetery 
Xo. 55. Cemetery Xo. 56 is on the left, beyond the level-crossing. 

Cross Floegstecrt TT'ooJ. Icnring tlir road to Peiit-Pont Farm on the 
left. Here the road rises. To the lelt. on the slopes of Hill 6.3, are seen the 




CROSS-ROADS AT NoTnE-liAME-l_iE-( i H AC]; 



77//' ^[e,'^>■illes UiunJ (bordered leitJi tree .s/i///)//-s) / 
////• motors ill. June, 1!119. 7'//i'f l/ie yni, 
itie left (see Jtincranj, p. i"). 



IS mil iiriirllriilile 
'^/■::itUe Uiiiid 1,11 




AMIINC THE RUINS OP JIF.SSINES 
Til'' iit'dt'r tilh'ii liir h-ft-ltand ruatl to Wijtschaete (.sec ■['■ 47). 



niiiis lit \.;\ Hiiltc Chateau. On tlic c-icst o|)posite stand tlie ruins of I\IfSKines 
(|)hoto above). In .hnie. I!)|!), it wa.s not po.ssil)le to go dii'ect to Messines, 
the road being eut at tlie I'etitp Bouvc stream. 

Ji'iiJldir Ihr roiiil «,s' fill- (IS I'lic fork to ilie xilnrc rfiUnl NotyrDniiic-ilr- 
dnii-i- (the I'uins of tlie eliapel are barely distinguishable), fjini l(il;i- tlu- 
Ki-iirr-Eyli.-<r minJ on thr Irjl. Stop the carat Rossignol terre-plein and 
walk a few yards into the little wood on the right ; numerous concrete 
shelters, fioju the top of which there is a very line view over the Hills Kemmel, 
Itouge, Noir and fats. The last-named can be recognised by its abbey, which 
stands out against the sky. 

Hrtiini InUircdi-. Till' ntrid now ih-Hfrnds. I'linsing hij ij fiin ruined 
liiiiiHCH — ((// //(((/ rrniiiin of llir lianilci of Tlniihourilin — a fori; is rraelieil, 
irlirrr fiilo- IIic Nriirr-Efjlisc-Messines road on tlie rir/lil. British cemetery 
on the right. Cross tli.e Douve river, ilien tlie railway {I. c). Turn, to the 
rii/lil III thr JirsI ruins of Wulvrrrjliem, then r/o iliroiif/h. thr ril!iir/r, passinq 
ill front of thr rrnirtrnj. Next cross the Stccnhrck, liij the St. (Jiirnfiii 
llriilijc. The road noil) rises sliarplij to the erest on wliieli Messines used to 
stiind. Numei-ous small forts are seen to the right and left. These machine- 
gun nests are all that now mark the site of the village. 

At the entiance to the village leave the car at the junction of the Ypres- 
Arineiiti:':ies and Ncuve-Eglise-Warneton roads, and A-isit these iiathetic 
I'uins on foot. 

Messines maybe regarded as one of the hinges oi the " Yprcs Salient.'' 
An important strategic point, it was hotly disputed throughout the war. 



59 








)-:ntra>;ce to wytschaete 
The -moliir takes the ri.jlit-lniiid rond fn Onsttareini (see p. 47). 

On Xovembei' 3, 1914. riming tlic First Battle of Ypies, it fell into the 
hands of the enemy. At fonr o'clock on the following day, the ground 
between this village and HoUebeke (some four miles to the north) was the 
scene of several furious attacks (see p. 8). 

Messiiies was destroyed b\' the British bombardment duiing the offensive 
of June, 1917. The Xew Zealanders captured it on June 7, in spite of a 
stubborn defence. They also took the neigh bouiing village of Wytschaete 
(see p. 20). Jlessines again fell into Germau hands in April, 1918 (sec p. .39), 
and was finaily retaken on September 30 duiing the last battle (see p. 4(3). 

lietiirn to the car and taTir fJie Ypres road on tlic Irft (photo, p. 58). 
Along this road are numerous little bridges thrown across the shell-holes. 

Wytschaete, \\'hich is soon reached, was captured, like Slessines, in the 
first battle of 1914, and retaken )iy the Xew Zealanders on Juire 7, 1917. 
After being entirelv destroyed by bombardment (see p. 20), it was lost again 
on April 15, 1918, "then retaken on September 30, 1918. 

At the fori-, just before entering flic village — protected by a series of 
powerful blockhouses — tahe the road on the right leading to Oosttaeernc 
(now totally destroyed). Follow the main road (Ypres-Warncton) on the 
right as far as the place called Gajtaard (photo below), then turn to tJie left 
along the road to Houthcm. A series of little bi'idges over shell-ciaters full 
of water — once the River Wanbecke — ai-e crossed. 




GAl'AARD. END OF VILLAGE, GOIXi; TOWAEDR HOUTHE.ir 



GO 



^PH 


/^A„'U^ 


iill^i^ 


^/ ijir ■■ rHiiTir!r'Li.M. 
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HOLLEBEKE CHATEAU, EEFOEH THE WAK. IT HAS BEEN 

RAZED TO THE GROUND [jilioto, Antony, Ypies) 

Go tliroiiijli Houtlicni, which "was razed to the ground. Beyond an 
armoured shelter built against the brick wall of a house, the road lUnis io 
the left. Cross the canal hij the tcmporarij bridge. 

The old bed of the canal is marked by some crumbling blocks of concrete. 
A feiv yai-ds further on, tahe the level-crossing over the Y'pres-Lille Baiheay. 
It was on this line that on October 22 and 23, 1914, the Germans brought 
iip an armoured train ^vhich Ijombaided Ypres with incendiary shells, causing 
the first serious danrage to the to^in. 

A few hundred yards heyond the raihvay turn to the right at th-- eiUage 
of Korteu'ilde, where a few wooden houses are being erected among the ruins. 
After crossing a number of little Iridges over the GaverbecJ; canal, the road, 
rising slightly, turns to flierighf. At this turning the Chateau (photo above) 
and village of HoBlebeVe ought to be visible on the left, but this part of the 
battlefield is in so chaotic a condition that neither road, canal, nor village 
"an be distiiinuishi-d. 




WHERE GHELl'VELT USED TO STAND, OX THE ROAD TO J[EMN 
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During the first battle (November, 1914) the Germans launched attacks 
ill great force between Hollebeke and Jlessines, and captured both these 
places. Hollebeke was retaken on July 13, 1917, during the first phase of 
the great British offensive for the clearing of the town. After being lost again 
in April, 1918, Hollebeke was finally recaptured by the Allies in Octobei-. 

Tlir 1-02(1 first rises, tJtcii ilescriids. On the hillside are the ruins of Zand- 
voorde. At the entrance to the village taJce the Zillehelte Wervicq road 
on, the Jeff, tlien first to the right, then to the left, hettveen two wooden 
houses. The road descends, then, undulating ,'iligJitly, joins the main road 
from Yjires to Menin, opi^ositc Ghduvclf, the site of which is marked by a 
sign-post. 

This was one of the important strategic points in the first German offensive 
of 1914 (see p. 7), when the village was captured by the enemy. During 
the battle for the clearing of Ypres, fierce fighting took place to the west of 
GheJMvelt, especially at Tower Hamlet. From November, 1917, to April, 
1918, the firing-line ran through the village. Gheluvelt was retaken bj' the 
British in October, 1918. 

Talie the main road from Ypres to Menin ontheright . Only at GheluvcH 
irill a passable road to Bccclacrc he found. 

In Gheluvelt, -where there are still a few broken walls standing, turn to 
the left at the fork in the road, leaving the ruined church on the right. At 
the next fork take the right-hand road to the ruined hamlet of Terhand. 

Fif+v vards loefore the crossing ^-iith the Dadizclle Road, there is a German 
cemetery on the right, containing a remarkable concrete monument, thirty feet 
in height, which dominates the whole plain. This monument (photo, p. 02) 




ROAIJ FROM GHELUVELT TO BECELAERE 

{In/rntcticablefor motors in June, 1919.) 
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GERMAN CEMETERY AT TERllAND. DUMMY FCSERATj MONUMEST WHICH WAS 
REALLY A GERMAN OBSERVATION- POST 

■vas in reality a Gierman oijservatioii post. Inside there were two floors. 
An outside staircase led to a platform. Traces of the balustrade are visible 
in the plioto. 

JjCul-c the Dadi::elle road on tlie right. The road hereabouts is camou- 
flaged. Xumerous small forts may be seen on both sides of the plateau. 
csjDecially on the right. The farthest of them \\'as used as a telephone exchange. 

After passing the place called Molenhoek the tourist comes to the 
Passchendaele-Wervicq road, now impassable. 

Leave the ear at the fori;, and go on foot through the ruins of Beeclaerc, 
as far as tJic church on the riqJii. 




RUINED VILLAGE OP BECELAERE 
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Bctiirn to tJic forJi and talic tlir rii/lil-Ji/n;il iipliill roail. On the plateau 
there are many shelters. 

To the west of the road from Becrlacic^ to Zonnobcke lay Polygene 
Wood, which was entii'ely destroyed. The British made two unsuccessful 
attempts (July .31 and August 16, 1917) to take this strongly fortiHed wood, 
succeeding eventually on September 20 (see p. 28). Evacuated by the 
British in April, 1918, the wood was finally recaptured by the Allies in 
October, 1918. 

Beyond the place called Xoordenhock there is a bend in the road. On 
the left, Zonnebeke Pond, the ruined chateau, and the remains of a gasometer 
come into sight (photo below). 

At the place called Broodnciiidc tal:r the Yjirrx-Iioiilcrs rc> id on tlic h'ft, 
io visit the ruins of Zonnebeke. 

Zonnebeke was taken in 1914 by the Germans, who made an outjjost of 
it in front of their lines. The village \\'as recajitured on September 26, then 
lost in April, 1918, and tnnally retaken in the following October. 

Betnyn to the fori' (which was commanded by numerous small forts), 
and turn to the left : military cemetery at the side of the road. In the 
fields on the right, 200 yards beyond the level crossing, there is a monument 
to tire memorv of 148 officers and men of the Canadian 8.5th Battalion (photo, 
p. 64). 

Passing through shell-torn countiy, Passchendaele — now razed to the 
ground — is reached. All that remains of the church is the mound seen in 
the background of the photograph (p. 64). 

Passchendaele was captured by the Germans in November, 1914, and 
later by the British (October 26, 1917). The village had already been wiped 




ilUISS OF ZO>.'SEBEKE VILLAGE 
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r.ETWEES BEOODSEINDE AND PASSCHENDAELE. MOSUMEST TO 148 FALLEM 
OFFICERS ASD SOLDIERS OP THE 85tH CASADIAN BATTALION 

out by the boinbardmcnt, but the position, ivhich dominated Ypres and 
Roulers, was an important one. The lighting there "was of the fiercest, 
Hindenburg having ordered it to be held at all costs. HoHCver, the British 
liroliie down the enemy's stubborn resistance. 




WHAT WAS 



IXCE PASSCHUXHALU.;, THI{; CHUECII WAS 0-\ THE 
HILLOCK IN THE )1ACK( (ROUND 



B5 




WESTEOOSEBEKE, SEES FKOM THE RUlNED CHCECH 



Fi-orn Passchendaele to Ypres 

Beyuiid tin: i:han:]t turn to the Irft. The uiKliilating road goes straight 
to Westroosebeke. 

Westroosebeke wah taken at tlie same time as Passclieiidaele, during the 
British ofiensive of October 29, 1917. These two positions, lost in April, 
1918, were retaken on September 30 by the Belgian army under King Albert. 

The village was completely destroyed. On entering, turn to the right and 
pass tlie churrh. A few broken tombstones mark the site of the churchyard. 




EOELCAPPEELE. THE ROAD EKOM LASGEMABCK TO OIX.MUDE 
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Eefi'tichtr/ his sfi'px. tin: tourist liivns to the riijht into the Ypres-Soulers 
Road, which describes a bend to leacli Poelcappelle. This village was the 
scene of tierce fighting in December, 1914, and May, 1915, and is now in 
ruins. There are numerous redoubts to right and left. Just beyond the 
village, leave the Di.niiiiile Road on the right, and take the one leading to 
Langeinarcl;. 

Beyond the cross-road.s there is a confused heap of rails and broken trucks 
in the middle of a piece of shell-torn ground. 

At the forli, take the road, to tlte right and enter the ruined village of 
Lang;ema.rck. 

The photograph below shows : in the background, a mound formed by 
the ruins of the church ; in the foreground, a tank. 

Langemarck, defended by the French in 1914, M'as evacuated on December 
17 of that year. Recaptured, the town was lost again on April 21, 1915, 
during the German gas attack. 

Keep along the road, leaving on the left the ruins of the elmrch, and a 
little further on the remains of the chateau {jjhoto,XJ- 67). 

Cross the railway {I. c^ and then go on to Mouthulst Forest, cajitured by 
the rjermans in 1914, and retaken in 1918 (see p. 46). In June, 1919, the 
roads through the forest ^^ ere impracticable for motor-cars 

Return to tlie fork at the entrance to Langemarck, turn to the right, 
and take tlte road to Boesinglie, crossing the Haneheck. The road follows 
the Yjjres-TltouroiU railway, on both sides of which are numerous redoubts. 
Cross the ruins of Pilkem, 300 yards beyond, which is a rather large British 
cemetery. 

.-if //((' ne,rt fork in llic road turn to the rigid and cross the )-ailn<ay (I.e.). 
On the left is another cemetery. Turn again to the left. Notice in passing 
a third ccmcte3'v, then a few yards further on the ruins of a mill. Cross tlie 
canal at the Pont de Boesinghe. 

On reaching the crossing of tlie main roadfi'oin Di.cmude to Ypres,iurn 
to tlie right. On the left, the remains of Boesinghe Chateau stand in the 
middle of a ])avk, the trees of which are cut to pieces. 

i , " ' 




LANIIEJLIECK, WITH HESTROYED TANK. THE MOUND IN THE MIDDLE 
DISTANCE IS AIJj THAT REMAINS OE THE CHVECH 
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LANGEMAEOK CHATEAU BEFOBE THE WAR 
Xoic razed to the ground (photo, Antony, Vpre.^). 



Follow ihr road rnnninci along the canal. The latter, owing to the 
upheaval of the ground by shell-fire, is often lost to view. 1,500 yards from 
Boesinghe, the site of Het Sas village, where the loek used to stand, may still 
be located. The fighting was very severe there, especially in 1914. 




BOESINGHE, KUIISED CHATEAU AND DEVASTATED I'AEK 
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J'.N'J'llVNCE TO Yl'lll'iS. YPEES CVNAL AT BOESIHIIHE, SEEN FllfMt 
JUTE DE DIXMUDE, YPEES 

{('■:, iH]ttii;- ivilli rleir hcluir, inkcii he/ore llic Wiir.) 

h'linrii in Bor^ini/lir. hurr ilir inni] jiinf inlrii on llir Irff. niiil fross thr 
inilwaij (/. r.). 

'I"he I'oad niiis alonyside the Ypcilre ii\'er and canal for some distance. 
Xiimerous traces of footl)rid_yes are to be seen over ))oth river and canal, 
the course of ^^•hic•h can no longer be distinguished with certainty. 

Tlir riKiil iir.rf turns filinrplij io fJir Irft, cyosfies the Lys-Yjyeyh'c Canal, 
iliin 2'a^x''« Ihr itocli of tin' YHrr-Yjirrx Canal (|)hoto al;ove). ami rntrrs 
YprcB /)// Ihi- Th'.rmtiilr Gutr. 




ENTHANCE TO YPKKS BEFORE THE WAK 
(Sri- above — pjifito, Aulouji, Ypyi:^.)) 
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GENERAL VIEW OF YPBES, BEFOKE THE WAE [yhotO, AnlOllj, YprC'S) 



YPRES 

FeM' names awaken more memories than that of Ypres— a titv of 
incomparable sjilendonr in the iliddle Ages, and of which nothing now remains 
)iut a heap of ruins. Of the last precious traces of this ancient prosperity, 
the rich and splendid Ijuildings which filled the mind with -i^onder — the 
immense C'lotlr Hall, the beautiful cathedral, the churches, the sumptuous 
mansions, the sculptured houses — the German guns have spared nothing. 
History furnishes few examples of such grandeur followed ]iy destruction so 
swift and so complete. Ypres is now but a memory. 



Chief Historical Events 



The ToAvn of Ypies (Latin Ypra, Flemish leperen) grew up in the ]Oth 
century around a fortified castle, rebuilt about 958 by Baudoin, Count of 
Flanders. This castle had been in existence since the 8th century, but only 
the ruins had survived Xorman invasions. 

The town, favourably situated in the centre of the maritime plain with 
its rich grassy meadows intersected by canals, prospered exceedingly. 
A numerous population sprang up of merchants and artisans, whose chief 
sources of wealth were the manufacture and sale of cloth. 

As early as the 12th, but especially in the 1.3th and 14th centuries. Ypres. 
thanks to important privileges granted by the Counts of Flanders, became 
a considerable town, and possessed 4,000 looms. 

Flanders, the meeting-point of the three great European stater — England. 
Fiance and C^ermanj- — was then the industrial centre |)«r excellence of the 
west and the rendezvous of all the merchants of the old world. This explains 
the splendour of the towns of Flanders in the Middle Ages, not only Ypres, 
but Bruges, Ghent, etc. 
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This prosperitv was often a temptation to the Kings of Fi'ancp, ■^^■ho led 
many an expedition into Flandeis. Ypres was taken by Louis VI. in 1128, 
))y Pliilippe-Auguste in 1213, by Pliilippe-le-Bel in 1297, but the town was 
little damaged in these wars. 

It suffered move in the 14th century." Riots, and the siege and destruction 
of the to\vn by the people of Ghent in 1383, caused many of the -weavers to 
emigrate, and left as its only industry the manufacture of Valenciennes lace. 
At that time the Counts of Flanders were French princes. Eobert de Bethunc 
was succeeded in 1322 by the Count of Nevers, whose family reigned until 
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yphes in the ICth CExirnY 



1384. This dynasty ended with Louis-le-ilale, and I'hilippede-Hardi, Duke 
of Burgundy, became Count of Flanders. Under the rule of these Dukes, 
^^■ho ^vere fairly wise and moderate statesmen — Flanders being a source of 
considerable revenue, and the Flemish people quick to revolt against anv 
violation of their privileges — Ypres jirospercd greatly. 

In 1481 Flanders ])assed under the rtilc of Austria (Marie, heiress of 
Burgundy, had married the Archduke Maximilian), then in 1.5.58 under that 
of Spain. In 1559 it replaced Therouanne as the centre of the diocese. 

At that time it had lost much of its splendour. Towards the end of the 
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loth centui'v it was depopulated by a dreadful jiestilenee, and about the 
middle of the following century, a .second outbienk eoni])k^ed the ruin of 
the town. It was just beginning to recover -when it -was eaptuied Ijy the 
dueux and the troops of the Due d'Albc and .Me.xamhe Farntse, who 
massacred most of the inhabitants. 

In the 17th century Ypres "\\'as taken by the Fieneh on four occasions — 
1648, 1649, 16,58 and 1678— linally reverting to Fiance under the Treaty of 
Kimegue at about the latter date. Vauban fortified it. Retaken l)y the 
huperial Troops in 171.5, Yjjres was restored to France in 1792, and under the 
Empire beceinie the capital of the Pcpartement of Lys. Tlie treaties of 1815 




GEEMAN E0JIBARD3IEXT OF THE ASYLUM 



gave it liack to the Xetlierlands, and since 1830 it has loi'med part of the 
Kingdom of Belgium. 

In 1914 the poijulation numbeied 18,000. Its principal industries were 
the manufacture of -woollen goods, printed cottons, Kncns, liljbons, and 
Valenciennes lacc. Its tanneries and dye «orks \vere also of considerable 
importance. It was a clean, ^^■ell-built town, watered )jy the river Ypei'lee. 
The many arms of the latter ran through the streets of the town, enabling the 
boats loaded with merchandise to come right up to the warehouses. 

These waterways are now coverd in. Formerly there «as a path on each 
side of them, which explains the exceptional width of the streets and sc^uares 
of Ypres. 
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A Visit to the Ruins 



The tourist enters Ypres liij the Dixiiiude Gat(: 

At No. 54 Rue de Dixmiule is the facade of the Maisoii Biebuygk, on the 
right. Built in 1544, this house was one of the most remarkable in Ypres. 
Inmiediatelj' below the gable were two carved medallions representing the 
.sun and the moon. The great pointed arch which framed the gable windows 
ga\e exceptional grace to the fa9ade (photos, p. 7.3). 

At No. G6 of the same street, on the left, the 18th century fayadc sho-\vn in 
the photographs (p. 74), was still standing in July, 1919. It was decorated 
Avith statues of the Virgin Mary and St. Francois, under fluted niches mth 
carved boi'ders. 
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BiEBUYGK Horsn (Xn. 54, Rue de Dixnmdc), 

BEFORE THE WAR. IT WAS OKE OF THE 
HAXPSOMEST HOUSES IN YPRES {pliofo, 

Avtnnij, Tpres) 




iJJKBL'yi-:JC HOUSE, AS THE WAR LEI-T IT 



74 



^;t. FiiANPors 

■■CIMi'L, KII-: 

i>K pix:mi'1)E, 

iiKI'^OUE THK 

WAR 

('P!t'jtiJ, A,if„liil 

Ypre,.) 




ST. FRANCOIS SCHOOL, AFTEU THE GEHMAX BOMHAriDlIESTa 
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YPEES. THF. GRANDE PLAC t! tl\ :MA KKJ/I-DAY, BEFOEK THE WAR 

(See below. Plioto, Antony, Ypres.) 



Arrirmg at the Grande Place, the imposing ruins of the Nieuwerk and Ihe 
Cioth Hall are seen on the riiiht. 




WHAT THE flERMAN SHEJJ.ri TEL'T OE IT (Sl'C CtboVC) 
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Yl'HES. EL'INS OF THE CLOTH HALL, SEEN FUOil SI. 3IAHTIN S CATHEDBAL. 
FEAG5IESTS OF THE LATTER ARE VISIBLE IX THE FOEEGEOUXD 



THE CLOTH HALL AND THE NIEUWERK 

Tlie Cloth Hall, containing extensive warehouses, in i\hich the sale of 
cloth -was cavried on, was built in the 13th and 14th centuries. It consisted 
of a series of buildings grouped around a rectangular court. The Hall proper 
was distinguished from a building called the Kieuwerk, added in the 17th 
century. The southern building of the hall had a magniticent facade, flanked 
on the cast by the gable of the Nieuwerk and surmounted by a large belfry ia 
the centre. Bold turrets stood at both ends of this facade. Rather spare in 
ornament, the long succession of glazed and blind "s-iindows constituted the 
grande\ir of the fa(;'ade. On the ground-floor, which was lighted by a row of 
quatrefoil windows in pointed arches, there were forty-eight rectangular 
doors. 

Abo\ e these doors were the high windows of the upper storey, the Hall 
having t-\^-o floors. These •\^Tndo^^•s were alternately glazed and Ijlind — a 
method frequently adopted in the IMiddle Ages, to avoid weakness in the walls, 
without detracting from the symmetry of the exterior. This storey was 
reached by staircases, access to ivhich was gained through doors at each ejid 
of the facade. 

The glazed windows were decorated "with three trefoils supported on two 
arches. The blind windows were similar to the windows of the ground-floor, 
except that the latter i\ere less lofty. The two arches formed niches, each of 
which contained a statue ; that of a Count of Flanders (the Counts and 
Countesses from Baudoin Bras-de-Fer to C'hailes Quint were represented) or 
of a notable citizen of Ypres, such as ifelchior Broederlam, the painter. These 
statues, some of which were restored in the 19th century, rested on a corbel 
apparentlv supported by a small figure bearing the coat-of-arms of the 
sovereign represented. 




VPRES. THE CLOTH HALL, XIEUWEEK AND CATHEllHAL (III illc I a^kijI-LllDld) 

The Vith-litlf ILill had a n./tjiiificcnt fa.jide. surinuiuifed l,,i ,i l.igh hdl-toKer 

iphotu, A/ti'jint, Ypred). 

The upper portion of the w-aIU was decorated with an ornamental frieze 
and a battlemeirt bordered with tine moulding. The frieze was composed of 
a tricusped arcade ^\•ith small columns carried on corbels with carved heads. 

Behind the battlements rair a sentry-way, while at the ends of the facade 
turrets decorated with arcades and snrmomitcd b}' octagonal sjiires, served 
as H-atch-towcrs. 

The Belfry ro^e from the centre of the buildings, of which it ^vas the 
oldest part, the foundation-stone having been laid by Baudoin IX.. Count 




THE \V]^"D0\VS Ol' THE ilKST sTOKEl" Of THE CLOTH HALL 
Euei-tl aUeniate window teas blind, and was ornamented with fitatues of Ih^- (i>i 
of Ffandem or other notable [lersoiis of the city ij)hoto, Antony, i'^/y'^). 



of Flanders, in 1201. Square in plan, it consisted of three stories. Its 
exterior, like that of the fagade. was decorated with arches, and A^as lighted 
^vith windows ornamented M'ith trefoils. It had two ro«s of battlements, 
four corner-turrets, and a timber-work roof surmounted by a campanile, 
above ^^■hich rose a small spire. At the base of this campanile there were 
four copper eagles, dating from 1330. At the foot of the belfry a door, 
flanked by two pilasters, led to the inner court of the Hall. Over this door 
was a modern statue of X6tre-Dame-de-Tuine, ^^ith the Lion of Flanders 
above. 

The belfry served all the purposes of a H6tel-de-Ville (previous to the 
14th century there wei'C no H6tels-de-Ville properly so-called). It was there 




YPEES. ALL THAT EEMAIXS OP THE FACADE OP THE CLOTH HALL 



that the representatives of the guilds held their meetings, and that the charters 
of the guilds were kept in great coffers mth manifold locks. There, also, 
the archi\es of the town were stored. The bottom storey -was used as a 
])rison. From the sunnnit, unceasing ^vatch -nas kept, to \\'arn the citizens 
of danger, especially that of hre. 

The roof of the Hall was pitched very high, in order the more easilv to 
get rid of snow and rain water. It was gilded and emblazoned mth the arms 
of the city and those of the County of Flairders. This roof, ^\ ith its dormer 
windows, did not cover a stone vaulting, but a pianelled ceiling. Inside the 
upper storey were laige wainscotted galleries, Aihich, in the 19th century, 
wcve divided by partitions and adorned with muial decorations. 
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POllTAL OF THE 
BELL-TOWKIl 



The cidlapse of flw farade which fi-arneiJ Ike toicer 
iphuto below) left the latter staj-iding alone. The 
loiver portion still rxists, thanks to its massive 
construction {photo, Antony, Ypres). 




THE PORTAL 
BEFORE THE 
WAR 
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THE rAUWF.r.s 

ROOJr BEFORE 

THE V,-AK(photO. 

Antonii, Vpres) 




The PcLuwels Room 

Diuiiiu tliL- last centiir\ .the Hall ^^as freijucutly ri-stovrd ami t-iiilipllisheil. 
In ]87(i the ^^•alls of tlie oastein half of the southern building were decorated 
■with twelre mural paintings by Ferdinand Pauwels. representing the 
principal events in the history of Ypres, in the days of its jorosperity (1187 
to the siege liy the peojile of Ghent in 1383). The artist displayed exquisite 
taste, especially in the fresco depicting the " Wedding of ilahaut dc Bethujic 
^^-ith JIathias de Lorraine." The western half of the gallery was decorated 
by the artist T)ell)ccke, ii ith paintings depicting the life of a cloth merchant. 
Owing to the death of the artist, the last picture was never finished. This 
uallerv was used as a banqueting hall. A number of statues by Puyenbroei-k 
of Brussels, along the southern fa^-ade, had replaced the originals, badl\- 
damaged during the Revolution (17fl3). 

The Kiver Yperlcc formei-ly flowed past the western facade and. luitil 
bSl.H. there Mas a flisiht of steps with a double balustrade (17th centurv) to 
facilitate the transfer of merchandise from the boats to the warehouses. 



THE rAUWEI.S 

rOOM IN DEC, 

1014 (photo, 

A ntony, 

Yjvcs) 
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THK .TJ'yOTlON OF THE CLOTH HAL], WITH THK 

xiEi'WF.nK {plinio, Anfonij, I'jjrcs) 



The Nieuwerh 



The Xiemveik did not detiact from the imposiuu appeaiaiue of the 
southern facade, of which it formed the continuation. Renaissance in style, 
the plans are said to have been the work of J. Sporeman (about ] 575). Build- 
ing was begun early in +he I7th century and hnished in 162-4. 

The ground-floor foimed an open hall, 20 feet in ^ndth, the vaulting 
of which was carried on slender cylindrical columns, joined by irregular 
arcades. The building com])ri.ses two stories, the first of -which communicated 
with that of the Cloth Hall. The large high -windo^vs of the facades were 
very close together. Tlie roof ^^as pierced "with high and very ornamental 
d ormer- windoivs . 

The Meuweik was restored al)out 1862. In the C'hapellc .Echevinale, 
frescoes Yn' Guffens and .f. Swcrts. and stained-glass was renovated, and at 
the same time a fine fireplace was built by ilalfait of Brussels. Old mural 
paintings, representing St. Mark and St. .Tohn, and a frieze, depicting the C'ounts 
of Flanclers from 1322 to 1476, were discovered and restored. In the middle 
of the liall stood a small equestrian statue of John of Brabant (1252-1294) 
))y A. Fiers. 

This slightly-built Xieuwcik could not long \vithstand the bombardment. 
The soutli gable, struck on Xovember 21, 1914, collapsed, while on the 
following day the ( 'loth Hall burst into flames. A few weeks' later the 
Xieuwerk was completely destroyed. 
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THE SHERIFF^ 

ROriM rx THK 

NIEUWERK. 

TiECEMBER, 1914 

The collapse of 

iJie nrst !}<>or 

h'ft I'islbll' thP 

iemain$ of 

the decoratii'n 

seen ill thf 

2>hoto heivic 

{pli"fu, Aiitomi. 

Vrrcs,. 





THi: SHERlFr.S JIOOM IX THE >-IKUWEKK, BEFORE THE WAK {j^JlOfo, Antony, Tpre^) 
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OLD HOUSJ-t. WHICH, EtFOEE THE WAR, WEUE THE IJRIDE OF THE 

YA^DExrEEEEBooM SQUARE (plioto, Atitony, Yjircs) 



Turn to iJir n;/ht in tlie Place T"(n?(7('Hjjfryr?)oo)». formerly an ornamental 
jiond, now filled in. 

Here used to stand a vow of old houses with double facade, now completely 
destroyed. }Iei-e also, to the north of the Cloth Hall, stood the Cathedral 
of St. :\rartin. 







ST. MAETIX o CATHEDRAL 
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ST. MAKTJX S CATHEDIIAL AS 



backgi 

phoU, 



•ound : 
behuv 



llie Cloth Hull. 
(plioUi, Ailtiiinl, 



r WAS 
inprirc U'il/i 



The Cathcdra.1 of 
St. Martin 

Tlic Church of St. Martin 
'which became a cathedral 
ill 1.5.59) replaced an oldei' 
church of the 11th eeiitury, 
Ikiilt in the l.Sth ecntury. 
its choir dated from 122], 
■ind its nave from the second 
half of that century. The 
foundation-stone was laid by 
Mai'uuci'ite of Constanti- 
nople. The western tower 
1 1 atcd only from the 1 .5th 
century, and replaced a tower 
which had collapsed in 143.'1 
I'he ne^v tower was 175 feet 
in height, and was to have 
been twice as high. Built 
from the plans of Mai'tin 
LIntenhove of Malines, it wa.s 
severe in style. 

The i)lan of the Cathedral 
tta,s a Latin cross, and termi- 
nated in a semicircular 
choir. It underwent im- 
portant restorations during 
the last century. 

The facade of the south 
arm of the transept was 
of unusually great width. 




ST. MAllTI^ S I'ATIIUDUAL, AS TUT. III^IIMAX SHELLS LLl'T IT 
/// tin- har.hjruuiNl : Tl„' Clulh Hull. 




SOUTH TEAXSEPT OF THE CATHEDRAL, BEFORE THE WAR [pllOlO, AnfoillJ, Yprci) 



The central portal was .siinoiinded by a polygonal rose-window and tiowned 

with a high gable flanked by turrets. Above the side portals, the surface 

of A-ihich was decorated A-sith 

arcading, were gables lighted by 

i-ose-windows. This part of the 

buildiirg was probably not earlier 

than the 14th century. 

There were no radial chapels 
in this great church. A circulat- 
ing gallery running through the 
buttresses formed an uninter- 
rupted passage round the building. 

At the base of the roof ran 
an open balustrade, broken at 
intervals by the pinnacles which 
crowiaed the buttresses. 

Above the centre of the transept 
rose a campanile, surmounted by a 
\ery pointed timber-work spire. 

The nave, and more especially 
the choir, were remarkable. High 
pillars with crocketed and foliate 
capitals supported the springing 
of the largo irregular arches. 
Above ran a circulating gallery or 
triforium. The pointed arches of 
the latter were carried by small 
columns which originally rested on 
the wide abaci of the capitals, but 
several of them had been cut 
away and replaced by statues of 
apostles, evangelists, or persons the cathedral door 

of note. Ss^n froiii the interior {pnotci. Awtr^ Schelker). 





NAM-; OF THE CATIIKDUAl. 

(pliiilo. Antony, Yjtrcs.) 
(' 'iiij'are with photij heh'ii'. 



This arrangement is common 
in Burgundy and, like others 
to be found in the Cathedral — 
the exterior circulating gallery, 
the interior gallery, the form of 
the latter, and various decora- 
tive features — show how 
strongly French, and especi- 
ally Burgundian influence 
preponderated in Flanders 
during the 14th century. 

The choir was disfigured by 
an ungraceful Kith centuiy 
altar. The .stalls, carved about 
1598 by C. Van Hoveke and 
L'rbain Taillebert, \\e\c note- 
worthy, as was also the pulpit 
— a richly decorated monu- 
mental work, at the base of 
^N'hich stood a life-size statue of 
St. Dominic. 

Vrbain Taillebert was also 
(he sculptor of the magnifi- 
cent " Christ Triumphant." 
suspended between the columns 
of the main entrance ; and of 
the tomb of Antoine de Henniu, 
Bisliop of Yprcs, who died in 
1626. The centre of the tomb 
rejaresented the bishop in his 




KAYE OF THE CATHEDEAD BUINEU BY GEKMAS SHELLS 
Seen froia tfie Choir, nxw the I'oi'ch. 
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CHOIR OF THE CATHKDEAL 

(Photo, Anton.!/, Ypres.) 
Co)npare. with 'photo helow. 




^^""^"^Z-ttl^ ^^^ 



CHOIR OF THE CATHEDRAL AFTER THE CIERMAN BOMBARD:^IE:^T 
S't'enfroni the Porch. C'l'in/'arr icl'h pholo ahorc. 




TH1-. CHOIR bTAI.L& OF TIIK CATHEDKAL, BEFOltF. THE WAli 
{Photo, A-nfony, Yirres.) See helow. 




THE CHOTR STALLS OF THE CATHEDRAL IN JANUAHY, 101" 
(PJii'ffo. Antony, Tpres:) See ahore. 
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jjontifical robes ; on the left, he was seen 
kneeling in prayer, "with his mitre close by ; 
on the right, his patron, St. Anthony, was 
represented in a hermit's gown, accompanied 
by his traditional pig. 

A " Virgin and Child " was fortunately 
rescued from the ruins of the Cathedral. 
It is a Flemish woi'k of the 16th century. 
A surrounding fence (Horliis condiisiis of 
the Litanies) is represented on the pedestal 
(photo opposite). 

Beside the tomb described above was 
that of Jean Visscherius, Bishop of Ypres, 
who died in 1613. The bishop, clothed in 
his pontifical robes and w-earing his mitre, 
was represented in a recumbent position, his 
head raised on a cushion and sujiported by 
his hand (photo below). 

There were other tombs in the church, 
notably that of Louise Delage, Lady of 
Saillort, widow of the Chancellor of Bur- 
gundy, Hugonnet (beheaded in 1477). 

In the pavement before the altar was the 
third tombstone of the famous Cornelius 
,/anseniiis. It was a simple slab of stone, on 
which was carved a cross, and in the four 
corners the figures 1, 6, 3, 8. Jansenius, 

Bishop of Ypres, Avho died of plague on May 6. 1638, was the founder of the 
sect of the Jansenists, which still exists in Holland, and a\ hose headquarters 
are at Utrecht. When and how this tombstone was placed there is not 
known. It replaced two others removed by ecclesiastical authority in Ki.'iS 
and 1673 respectively. 

Round the chapel, known as the Dean's Chapel, there was a fine copper 
railing decorated with small alabaster figures. 

The inner doors of the church were magnificently carved ; those of the 




THE VIRGIN OF ST. JIAETIS 

{Phrito^ Antony, Ypres.) 
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MAUSOLEUM OF JEAN VISSCHJiRIUS 
{Photo, Antoni/. Ypren.) 
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south portal, Avith supeiimposed 
fit^iires of saints, were con- 
sidered to be marvels of Belgian 
art. 

In the Place Vandenpeer- 
boom, take the P, ue de Boesinghe. 
l^eaving the Eue d'Elverdinighe 
(see plan, p. 72) on the left, the 
Cattle Market is next reached, 
former!}' a pond, since filled in. 
Here were three guild-houses, 
Nos. 15, 19 and 21. No. 15 was 
the Maison des Bateliers, on 
whose fagade two symbolic 
boats were depicted. The canal 
Aihich passed before the house 
has disappeared. The date of 
construction was shoAAii by 
anchors fixed in the wall of the 
second storey : 1-6-2-9. At the 
top of the gable there was an 
involuted niche which probablv 
sheltered the statue of the 
patron-saint of sailors (jihoto 
opposite). The next house, 
part of which may be seen on 
the right of the photo, was 
17th ccntuiy. 

Tale the road on the left 
■which rejoins the Promenade, 
inid, filming again to the left, 
skirt •' La I'laine iV Amour ' (photos below and p. 91). Behind the prison 
walls there is a British cemetery in the gardens (photo, p. 91). 




THE MAISON DES BATELIEES 
Complrtelii ih-slroiinl. y,,tc the tiro r. 



sliips ".I tl,e 



l:tC. (Plint,,, Alltn 



(1629) 

iihlematical 
I. Ypre^.) 




THE *' PLAINF. 1)'a:M0UEj" WITH YPRES IN THE DISTANCE, DEVASTATED BY THE WAR 
Compare with jihoto np-posite. 
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EniTISH CEMETEEY, BEHISD THE PIIISON 

Turn to the left into the Clinussee de Fumes, leaving on the left the 
reservoir of the ruined waterworks. Take Boulevard Malou and return to 
the Grande Pliire, via ftie Bue de Stuers and the Bue au Beiirre (photos, 
p. 92). 




THE " PLAINE D'AMOUR," BEFOEE THE WAB 
See photo etiiposite. {P/ioto, Antony, Ypres.) 
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ni-E AT^ BF.unnK, bf,1''ore the war (photo, Ai'toiiy. Yfrcs} 

Puss the ruins of St. Nicolas Church. 

Before reaehiim the Grande Plaee the site of the !Meat Market (photo, 
-)). 93) is -passed. 




EUK AU BEUEKT:, destroyed by GERMAN SHELLS 
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THE MEAT MARKET, BEFORE THE 

{Photo, A'litonn, Yprru.) 



This was an important, two-gabled Iniilding of symmetrical proportions. 
The lower part of the facade resembled that of the Cloth Hall, but the upper 
story and roof of the building were of a later date. The gables, with stair- 
like cojiings, were decorated with blind windows. The lower storey 




THE MEAT MARKET, RUIXEIl BY ENEMY BOMBARDMENTS 
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iiii; ■■ HosricE eellk" (ivome>; s ASYLrM), rue de lilee 



M-a^; of ^tone, while the gables and the 




HOSPICE EELLE. EEFOnE THE WAR 
(Photo. Antofni. rprtJ.) 



Upper part of the faeade 
were brick. 

The first storey was 
forruerly occupied by the 
Brotherhood of St. ilichael. 
The lluseiim, which was 
housed there, contained a 
number of pictures, interest- 
ing drawings of the old 
wooden fronts of the houses 
of Ypres (by L. Boehm). 
old chests containing the 
Charters of the Drapers, 
pieces of sculpture and 
wrought iron^\ork. 

Almost directlv opposite 
the Cloth Hall is the Rue de 
Lille, in which, on the right, 
is the Hospice Belle (photos, 
p. 94 1. 

This asylum for agerl 
women was founded about 
1279 by Christine de C^uines, 
^^idow of Solomon Belle, 
Lord of Boesinghe, and 
rebuilt in the 17th century. 
The facade of the chapel, 
which faced the Rue de 
Lille, contained twin doors, 
surmounted l^y a large 
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YAULTISG OF IHE OLD FEE^'CH BAEKACXS 



staiiied-glass ^\indo^v set in a radiating flamboyant fi'ame\\ oik. In addi- 
tion to the statue of St. Xicholas (against the central mullion of the 
stained-glass i^indoA\). the lower part of this facade ^\as embellished with 
statues, in P.enaissance niche.?, of the foundress and her husband. Above 
the Aiindow was an ociilus. the decoration of which A\-as mingled ^^■ith that 
of an escutcheon immediately beneath it. on which the date " 1(316 " could 
still be deciphered. 

Inside the chapel were a 17th 
century portable confessional (a 
rery curious specimen of carved 
woodwork). 1.5th century cojjper 
candelabra, and a tine pictiu'e 
atti-ibuted to Melchior Broederlam. 
Tills artist, T\hose ■\\orks are very 
rare, was a native of Ypres. He 
painted at Dijon about 1.3S0. and 
preceded J. van Eyck as official 
painter to the Dukes of Burgundy. 
This picture was saved. 

Oil the right of the street, in the 
midst of the ruins, can be seen the 
broken-in vaulting of the old French 
Barrack (photo above), and on the 
left, the Hotel Merghelynck. 

The latter cliarming ISth century 
house stood at the corner of the 
Paie des Frijiiers. It was built ( 1774- 
1776) from the plans of Thomas 
Gombert of Lille, and its last j^ro- 
prietors had converted it into an 
interesting museum. 

It was decorated with A\oodwork. 
panelling, and Louis XVI. medal- huiel meeghelyxck, befoke the « ah 
lions by Ant. Jos. de la Dict^ue. (photo, Antomj, Ypres.) 
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THi: 'll.MPLAl;^' HOUSE IN J'HJ. HUE I>K LILJ.U 



The stucco (imamentatioii was the work of Gregoirc Joseph Adam of 
Valenciennes. The staircase balustradiiiu; -vas liy Jacques Beernaert. 




WOODEN HOUSES IN THE BUE DE LILLE 
(Pholo. Antiiini, Ypres.) 




SI. rET£B's CHURCH (ji/(Oi'o, Aiitcny, Yiircs) 

A wliite stone vase, carved fiom desigus by Rubens, stood in the fine 
court of the house. 

Almost ojJXJO.-itc, at Ko. 68, was the old 11th century Templars' Hauss, 




ISS OF ST. PET£E'b CHCECH (SCC abovc) 
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ST, PITER S 

OHUr.CH. 

THE CHOIR 

(Sef belou'.) 




^n,-< limn I mto a post-office ipliolo. p. '.IB;. The Churcli ol St. PienB 
is iic\t I'eacl'cd. 




sT. J-ETEIl'S CHUECJl, THI. CHOIR BEFOllK THE WAU (plwlO, AntOVIJ. YjirCs) 
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'J'lIE EAMPARTS, Lir.LE GATK AND ST. PETEB S CHURUIt 
(Plwio, An'aiin, I'i'/vs.) .Vcehebnv, 

This 11th century church had bct'ii largely rchuilt. The facade was 
surmounted bv a substantial square tower, Hanked l>y four corner turrets 
and crowned bv an octagonal spire rebuilt in 18(58. 

Inside, lofty columns supported the springing of the large irregular arches. 
There was no vaulting, tire church having a timber-\\'ork roof in sh."pe of 




M'lER FOUE YEAKS' BOMDAKU JIESTS (ifj uloVc) - 
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PA^OEAiiic ^"I^:w of the eu]> 
(7'Ae jtohtt j'rditi irlirre thifi j'hotofp'aiih wax taken 



an invcitofl keel. In it were a 10th eentuiy altai', large car\-ed pulpit and 
a line choir-screen. 

Uue de Lille ends at Lille Tlate. Before passina throngh. climb np the 
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nriNS OF THE HOTEL DE GAND, ItUJi DFS CIIIKXS 
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Bell- 


St.. Pctf 


■'8 


Ht. Jiiraea 


Towel- 


(■liiii..| 




Cliurcli 




YPEES TAKEX FE05[ ],TLLF. aATK 

CI/ 0)1 tlie pla.i on p. 72 {of fhe hoHom. on. the 



oil''). 



ramparts, from which there is 
a magniticent panorama. 

Pass through the Gate, 
the towers of which (late 
from 1395. There is an 
interesting view over the 
wide moats, and of the 
ancient rampaits (ft built bv 
Vaulian), which Here ruined 
by sheDs. 

Turn hiiclc and rc-r}iter 
ihe ioicii hi/ fJir sriiilr irni/. 
Beyond the Chiirrh of St. 
Fierre, tal;e the first street on 
the right as far as the liuo 
Jes C'hiens,iv}ii re, on tiirninr/ 
to the left, the ruins of the 
Church iSt. Jacques, and the 
shatteied facade of the Hutei 
de fiand will be seen. 

The latter tine house, w ith 
double gables dated from the 
Itith century. The transition 
from 1.5th to 16th centur\- 
style is very marl<ed : oir the 
groimd-Hoor is the irregulai' 
arch of the loth century, 
while on the first floor the 
arches are full semi-circles, 
framing the lectangular 
ba3s, whose t m yp a n a 




Tin; 
{!■/„ 



. ITEL 
.Into 
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ErailSH CE^JtTKKY AT THE HOSPICE StUP.X-DAlIE 

arc decorated with flamboyant tluure?. These tympana were added some 
years later, thus yiving the \-iide 1 7th century windo\-\ s, of which the (Freuchi 
architect of the Hotel Merghelynek made such happy use (photo, p. 101). 

Hnciinj i-:achcd the Graiiiif-Flacc. take the Bne ije Mmin on the right, 
leaving on the left the ruins of the Hospice Xotre-Dame. Xe.et teke the 
^[''nin Boael, to visij- the Ch it -au ele Hooqe and Zii:efc5k3. 




^'^^^. 



"^4[>:^J 




"•t^- 



y^Sff*^-' 



MTINi:-; GATE 
Qn leat inj I'j//-i.> i',! tl'e diri.i:lwil of Hooge and ZUklj.ke. 
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m^-y. 



j;i;iTj.-]i cj-:mi;t]:i:y .7u,-t outsidk ypres, on JHt ](0>. Ij to ;.ie::jn 



Visit to Zillebeke and Hooge 

'S^i^_ Jtl uf rn 1-11, f,. 47.! 

M tl.-M.nin Gnfr h.'^re the Wrslioosihrl;' l;,,n,i on tin l.ff. rni'l fnl, 
llif inn til /r-ai] tri Mi'nin On tli< right, 

(Jn the riwht. near the last houses, is a Biitish cemetei y fphoto aljove), 
Jji I'lic tjir hvfl-i-rfi^-yiii nrf dri r fjir Yprrs-IiouJef-i nnl irnij. fal:r titr rond to fhr 
r'lqlil. After [lassin'i I n ei fn rth.> r teveJ-crossinejs. Hie i oml ileseentJs itie/JitJi/. 
On the left is a large British cemetery: on the hiah around to the riaht are 
the lernains of the Chateau, whilst in the distanee lies Zillebeke Pond. 
< In the left is another eenieter;,-. Pi/.iis, rni the lift, the beeji lini iiej of nil. 



rm-^ 

















iiBJll.-^H CE.Ml:iEl;Y al ZlLLEI'hKE 
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/ii.i.inn.K]-: IX I'Jl'J 
TInj iHiniiHl ix all Hull, rruviiih^ <il I he I'liiirci: 'loicrr seen In llie nl itl,i I, 'low 




zii.r.DnVKi:, iii:FnRK the war {photo, Aiiti'inj, }'j^ii-,sj 
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BRITISH CEMETEKY AT HOOGE 

impassahlc rodd, icJiicli formerJif led fo ilir )iiitin road from Mi'nin. Go jjctsl 
tlie ■ruins of ZiUchcki: Church, shown in the photoiiraphs, p. 104 (before 
and after the Wai). 

llrturri hy tltf sinnr road as far as tJtc railivay, and turn to tlic riijht. A 
huge British eenietery, containing 1,500 to 2,000 graves, will be seen on th<' 
western slopes of the Hooge Crest. The site of the village of Hooge — maikeil 
only by a notice board — is next reached. There is no trace whatever left 
of the chateau or of Belle-ivaarde Lake. It was here that the battles of July 31 , 
1917, were fought. On June 2, 1917, the first objeeti es of the Bsitish, in 
their offensive for the dealing of Ypres, were the Wood and Village of Hooge. 
Thev were only taken on .luly •'!!, although the chateau itself Aias cajitured 
in .June. 




AEE TTIAT IS LEFT OE HOOi'.E -Till, SILNHOMlIi! 
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nooi.K CHAIKAU (photii, Anliinij, Yprcs) 
T„-ilini llir ^!t,' itf II,,' ,:nxHi' h l,ni\-l]i ,lh,-enuible. 



Again lost by the Bi'iti^h in Ainil, 1!)1S, tlicsc positions were evacuated 
l'\ the Germans in Octoliei-. 

FiiVow Die ni,iil 1,1 /lie I, ,11 (,f III,- r-/v.s7. where the '■ lank e( nirtery,' 
■ontaining fourteen ))riike-(hi\\ n tanks, lies (photo Ijelow). 

Soil' shirt (III llif ii,/lil th,- hriji iiiii III) ,}/ Sanctuary Wood, heyeiid which 
s the strate.sjie Hill CO.' 

Hill (iO was ea]i(ureil liv tln' (ieiiuans in 1014, anil retaken liy the Biitish 
n lilj."). It was the oliieet of fre(juent attacks. ehii'Hv the Clerman attack 
>f April 27 is, lOKi. 

At till' place caUi'il ]',hlhii,l.-, n/ii:,ixil,: Hi'r, iilliiiii,' ll'oo,/ (full of concrete 
shelters and tanks), return In Yjira, iiili-riiir/ llw luim hi/ Ihr 21, iiiii (!,ile. 















l-AKK CE3IETEEY 

l,jl,l (iiid left of the road from Ypi-es to Meiu'ii, bei/oml Uoogr 
fourteen tanks tie mnk in the mud. 
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From Ypres to Poperinghe 



Ci-oss ilic luirii hi/ tin: Grandr I'Uice, liiir ilii Ucnrrr. liiir ./cs Sbteih. 
Boidi.varcl Malou. oti tlte right, ami line Ca2}i'on. on iltr h-ft. cdininii mif at 
the Chaussce dr I'l'/ici-hu/Jic. On Icarui/j the tou-n jui'-s nru- the lir,]- 
erossing. 

From Ypres to Vlamertinghe, the load nins through ilevastated eounti-y: 
here nnnierous trenches and maehiiic-gun shelters can still Ije seen 

Tiil:e the Icvehernsxiiirj over the Hiir:elirourl;-Yj}res raitn'mj. thrn rrnsx 
the Kcnnnetticel; tii/ a liridije, still in good condition, and go tlirougli 
Vlamertinghe. This village suffered greatly from bomhardments. In front 
of the partly demolished ehurch the road turns to the left. 

From Vlamertinghe to Poperini;he the as].eet of the eountrv changes 
eompletely. The road is shaded tiy large trees, and there are lio]i-Helds on 
both sides. 

Enter Poperinghe Inj the Cliansure d'\'p>\ s. continue tnj the line il'Yjjres. 
Passing the Hotel-dcs-Postes and the H(del-iJe-Vitle, the tourist comes to 
the (ii-aioJr rince. 




POrEBISGHE : EEKTIS PLACE AND CHCKCH OF ST. BETiriN 



Popering-he 



Popeiinghe, a small town of 12,0tM inhabitants, is the centre of an 
agiienitural district, where hop-giowing is the chief industry. 

Of its three churches, two only aie intei'csting fi'om an artistic point of 
xiow. 

The Church of St. .7ean is Romanesque in style, whilst that of St. Berlin 
contains some remarkal)le woodwork : the Verite pulpit, the Deans con- 
fessional, and the root-loft are masterpieces of the Renaissance period. 

In the court of the Hotel Skindles there is a tombstone dating fioni 1171. 
Old houses are I'arc in I'opeiinghe. the town haviim sevcal times been 
desti-o\-ed duiing its historv. 
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\ /^Vlamer ftjgi^X,' 



180 Km. 




SECOND DAY! POPERINGHE LILLE 

Via The Hills o-f Flanders, ArrMentiferes, Nieppe Forest. 
Merville and B^thune 



Vi^if to the Hills: Sclu'i'}iciil)i'i ii', \'i laii;iu'. ]!im,s;c ami Kcninvl in 
Ui'lL^ium : and tlic Mont ties ( 'ats ami .Mnnl Xoiv in I'ram-r. 

At the (liiniite I'I'icc nj' ]'i^/)i n'lu/he t ale Hue Fhiiihiihle. then (']i,i ii.^xee 

itr 2;ein:njhelsl, lliril to Ihr l,jl (llnli;/ tlir Bile ,l,x I'li'tre.-^. ,111:! then turn t„ 

/he 11, /III II, t,, th,- T;,ie i;,„s,-li,ppe, ,,i,i„,slle th,' i-liiireli ef St. lUrtiii. 

J'lisx ill freiiil ,if till Diocesan Colleg-c. the roui' of \\ hirli was badly 
damaged liy shclMire. In th,- ri,iee l',ertel. turn to th,' rii/ht. 

CrOKs th,' rieer hi/ ,i neentlij rektore,! lii-i,h/e, tlon shirt, on the left, 
th,' eoininniiiil eeinelerij. w liere the ,!.'va\eM hav<' lieen destroyi'd liy the shells, 
and ervss the U,i.:elin'ii,-h-yjir,s i',iit ie,iij [I.e.). 
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LA CLYTTE KOAD AND THE MOXT EOUGE 



Oil the left is an Allied cemetevy containing 500 to GOO graves. On the 
right against the sky is Cats Hill. Xumerous maehine-guns shelters can 
still he seen along the road. Ci-oss a narroic-gaurje railwl:nJ,^^^'\\^Q\\ serves a 
militaiy station on the right, 

Ho: ro'ul is first iiiidiihif'iiij. then ilvscrnds fn Reningrhelst. Htfc 
Ir-m-c on thi: hft iJic cJtiircJi, which has not greatly suffei'cd. In the churchyard 
near by, there are a few French soldiers' graves. At tlir cross-roads, turn to 
tin: lift, thrn 200 yards finthi r on, nt Zevecoten, take the road on the light 
to La Clytte. 

The further «e advance the greater the devastation of the ground becomes. 

-4/ tJte first houses of Clytte Hamlet, turn to the riijlit. The German 
rush of 1918 was broken before this village. 

After the capture of Kemmel Hill, a violent enemy attack on A]iril 27 
broke down before the desperate resistance of the French 2Sth Infantry 
iJivision (Madelin) and the British 9th Infantry Division. 

Kemmel is seen on the left, and Scherpcnberg in front. 

Pass the church (photo, p. Hi). Tlie road turns to the right heyond the 
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Croix <Se Poperlnghe*/ 



hist Jioii.-' -^ fill 1 rinilailhj tlimlis th" shjji s of Schcrpenberg (altitiulr, 
34-0 feet). The side n{ this liill is almost jjei-pendieular. and in it are 
numerous remains of shelters. 

Tlie n^irro'.v lo-id which led to the top was completely destroyed. The 
asce.it can. liowever. he niide on foot. 

In spile of all tli ir efforts, the Gcim-rns failed to reach Scherpcnbcvg in 
their o.fensive of lOlS. Their efforts to outflank the Flanders Hills on the 
north broke do'.vn h^-fore the lesistance of the French oOth Iirfantry Division 
(Massenet 1 oir Apiii 2ii. 21 and 28. 1918. 

At ihr i,,jf f"il- turn !■' th, riijht into ill,: riUagc of Wcstoutrc. 
Here tlie load "winils throufih the valley. The river on the left has, owing to 
sl\ell-fire, liecome a small laki'. Westoutre suffered greatly in the bomhard- 
m"nts. 

Pass til-: Ton:n Halt, then turn to tlie left in front <f tlic cliurrli. The 
roid ris-a sliarptij, ,7n,t neinita round Vidaigne Hill. The many shelters 
in the sid<-s of the hill can plainly be seen. 

Behind the hilt, tear: the roeid leadim/ to the Frenrh frontier, ar 1 taJic on 
lire left the road nehieli first descends and tJien clinihs tlie sle'jj s of Rouge 
Hli:. Fiom the plateau there is a splendid view across the plains. 

i. ne on the lefi the ruin.i of the Ch ipel of Xotre-Dame-de-Lourdes, 
Tlie i-oa f ri-iiioj ralJt:r stiffhj. runs into the Baillenl Boad. On iiiniiiiij 
to tlie right, tlie fir.it liouses of Locre village are reached. 
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CUINS ar Li I.LYT1X CHUECH 
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V > • - 'v,/x •- '^-f-^.^^^ ill') 



IHI; SLOPKS OF SCHEP.rEABEHi. IIILr, 
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VIDAIGKE HILL 



Locic was tho scriie of tcnitic (ightiii!;- during the German offensive 
against the Flanders Hills in 1918. On April 19, 1918, it was taken by the 
enemy after a daring advance by their Alpine Corps, whieh had sueeceded in 
reaching Kemmelbeek Valley. On the same day, tlie soldiers of this picked 




ItUIHS OP LOCRK .\ND EOl HE niLL 
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;,ocRi; p.OAD AT ee:m5iei. A^"r' ki:mmei- Hn ; 




KEMMEL CHrr.CH A:Tt) VELEAGE K F,rry3 
l'l„.i,nriiphca /,-■}, a the ca~urii il'jp.a "f KaiiMcl ir.U 



lU 




KUCsb or KEM51EL CHATEAU" AKD UiJ_L 




KEMMEL HILL 
/'/ii'fiHjia/fhed fivin 'Ji^ ivad to K'lnmd at La Cli/ttr. r.uu !ian]-'< fnjtn the tatter. 
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i.'01'ps continued llicir advance as i'ai' as llic crossing with the Wcsloud'e road, 
1 kilometre to tlie north of Locre ; Ijut liere the Ji'iench (hagoons, in an iiie- 
sistible counter-attack, drove the CJermans back and recaptured liOcre, 
leaving only the Hospice, to the south-east of the village, in enemy hands. 

Ticiiontl tJir ruins <\f Ihr clnirvli. in llir iiii'l'llr of a (hcnutntfil i-riiirl<ri/. 
iiifii to the left: thru ni llir iic.rt for];, Irnriioj aoiiir Frrncli i/inrrs on ilir 
Irft, take the r<ntij on the riijjif leitiliiuj to Kemmel Hill. 

This hill, the first of the Hills of Flanders, is famous for the battles fouuht 
there in 1918. On April 17, 1918, the Ciermaus liad reached tlu- foot. On 
the 25th, they rushed to the attack, encircling and capturing the hill, which 
was held by the French .30th Infantiy Regiment. During the next and follow- 
ing days French counter-attacks failed to dislodge the enemy. It was only 
on August 30 that the (Jermans evacuated the hill : on the 31st it was occupied 
by the British. 

I'ass Burgrave Form. At ilie fi<ol of tin Jiill [i naeeessiiile to reliicten) 
the road turns to the left. Here the ground is completely churned up, the 
bits of road being connected up by little bridges Thrown aci'oss the shell- 
holes. In the distance is seen the ruined church of Kemmel (photo, ]). 113). 

()n reaeJiinr/ the eittmje, tnrn to the rii/t/t, to eisit tlie ruins of ilie eJinteaa 
(photo, p. 114). ilien return to tlie foi'i; unit tithe the road on the rii/lit. 

The road is hilly, as the photograjih, taken 500 yards this side of the 
crossing flith the La Clytte road, shows. Keeping straight along the roeirl 
tig irliieh he eunie. it\ far as Zeeeeote 



the tourist then returns first to tin 



Irft aiot then to ilie right. 

In the cenire of Reninghelst eillage. tnlo: the Xeuee-JCgtise roait on 
the left. At the fork in the road at Heksken, tuin iu the right towards 
Poperingrhe. Cross tlie )ivei'. At the crossing of the road from I'ojKi'i nglie 
to Bocscliepe, turn to the left to eisit the largest eeinelerg in this region 
(shown on the Itinerary, p. 108), which contains 20,000 to 22.000 graves 
The photc g aph gives but a slight idea of the size of it. 




rriAri:.ij;N-i ut cKMrni'.iti ,:oxtai-\ino 2u,O0U cranks at llOl:^.^llf,l•l■ 

0>i THE ROAD TO rol'I'M: I -M ■ UE 
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GEXEKAL VIEW OF CATS HILL 

Pii'lrncuKj Jiix Hfi'jjK ilir foiuizt ial;rs Uir roml irJiirJi first sliiis (lie 
^■ail ifiUj. aiul flu n i-rns.sr.s It (/. c.) to rrjoin the Popi i'l rtg]u:-Stci'ntooordc road. 
Tiikr till- liittrr oil 111 ■ Irft. (See Itincrcry, p. 108.) 

At the liamlet of Alicele there is a Boluiau ciif tom-house (visa of " trip- 
tyque ' or motor-car permit). The l^rench custom-house is at S-ieenwoorde 
(the third house to the right on entering). Usual formalities. 

Ojjjiosilr llic cii::l(>:n ojjicr tiil;r I. C. 128 on tlir Irft, ii'liicli, after Several 
liirniiKjs, leiiils to Goaewaersteldc. Lenec the viltne/e on the left. 




THE CEUCIEIX AND AliliEY OF CATS HILL 
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CATS HILL ABBEY 




e:stbuctio>- of the chapel choir 
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THE COflSTYAllD OF CATS HILL ATiLEV AFTER 
THE BOMI'.AFDMEXTS 

Oi) the far fidr of tin' h rcl-croisiinj IJic roail rigis, and ilic Ahhnj on ihr 
liiji of Cats Hill soon comes into vii:n\ 

There is « magnificent \\<i\y from the ^\'ayside-cross on the plateau. '\'isit 
tlie monastery, wliose buildings suffered greatly fi'om the hombardnunts. 

Vass in front of tin' rross nnJ !nl>r Hoc srronil rnnd on ilir jiijti/^ irhirli 
slopes don:n fniiiij (jnielilij io ihe eilhige of Berthem, tliron(ilt whieli ilie 
liinrist jinss's. 

In Uie Jinnilet o/'Schaexnen, ojijjosite the inn ii'ilh Ilir sii/n "An Yienr 
Scliac.rncn," lam lo l/ie left, passing in fi-ont of a sninV etifiteau in ilie middle 
of a wood' on flie rie/lil. A plateau — Noir Hiil — -jiloni/lied up hi/ eon.nlIei>i 
sliells, is rearlied stionilij afterwards. 

At itie find: in the road lurn to lite right (the I'oad on the left leads hack 
into Belgium). 

Go lliroiigh tlie Itamhl of La Croix-de-Poperinghe, ilien at lite nexl 



fi%i' f.^ 




A h '*! S^Xf^BfcJ'J 
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yiDAlONE HILL ANI.1 NOIL IIII^L 
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/'o/7i bil;c the roitj (o Bailleul on tlic I'iijlit. At liniJUul Iravc llic htini/ir 
(isijlam on iJtc left. The French custom-house is in the Eue d'Ypres. (In 
June, 1919, there ^\as as yet no corresponding office at Locre in Belgium.) 

Bailleul suffered teii-ibly from the bomhardments, most of the houses 
lieing destroj'ed. 

Bailleul was taken by three German di\'isions on A])ril IT). 1918. as \\-ell 
as Little Hill and the Ravelsberg, to the west of the town. But the ne,\; 
day the Oernran forces, who had orders to consolidate their success and 
turn tlie chain of hills from the south, -vxerc rudely checked by French 
divisions, lushed up to I'clieve their Briti h comrades, and in thi-ee days, 
thanl.:s to the prompt and vigorous action of (ieneral Pctaiu. they were driven 
Lack. 

Have (I hiol: roitu:! iltc (JrnnJc Flncc In-fore taldnfj ihr line Jc LiJIr 
(X. 4'2) o(( //((■ left. At tin- Xovran-Monilc ci'oss-foails, where there is ail 
important munitions depot with railway-station, {iiiu shnrply to iltc left, 
lencinfi Lille Htll on the left. 

After twice ciostinr/ tlie reiilieinj (l. c) the Customs Barracks are passed. 
The road passes over three mure level-crossings, skirts the frontier, crosses 
the rail\\av. and then the Stilbeccjue stream. ±se.et puss tJironfjli Nicppe 
\illagc — almost eirtirely demolished; then oeei- the raihcnij [I.e.). C'j-oss 
tlie Li/x hi/ tlie Xiepj-ie Bii'li/e ami inter Armentiei-es, rf.i tlie line ile 
Xiijq.e. 

.If the ci vss-roails tiihc Hue Rationale on the i-njlit, ami folloiv the iriiiii- 
linea in, fir as the cixtssincj of line ilc Lille leitli line ile Marie. Tafe the 
latter to the rie/lit, ami cross the railieay (I. c.K 

For particulars concermng Armentitres, see ]jp. 49-,55, lirst Itiueiary. 
Kciji stiaiefht to Bois-Gi-enier, turnincj to the riyht in front of the rnincil 
cltiireh . 

Outside the riUaije tnfc the sceonil roail on tlie riijlil to Fleurbaix. 
P((.s.s the clinrch. of leliich a Teir lealls a re still staiuiing (photo helo\v), 
then turn to the left hei/eiul the Sejnarc into Hue ile Quesncs. Kumerous 
concrete shelters were luilt inside the hor.ses. 

Xeai- the Biitish euiieteiij the roail turns to the riijht, then to the left, 
anil enters Laventie. Turn to the rii/ht in the I'laee ile VEijlisc, then to 
the left oeer a Iteel-ei ossinij near the station. 







..jikw-tid 



ligW-j 



IJEbinOlXD CHURCH Oi' FLKVEBAIX 
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LAVE^'TIE CUVKCH, KTISED BY THE EOJIBAEDMEXTS 



Afii'r sci'i:)':il turnings the road runs past a sinatl ruinrij chapch crosses 
(I jiver, then turns to tlic right, anil crosses the L)js. At tlie first houses of 
Estaires, luu ijarJs tjeijonil the tji-iilge, turn to tJie left, aniiit tlie )-iiins. 

Pass tlie ruined gasivorhs and follow tlie main sti-eet slioirn in the photo 
tjehiw. In the middle ground of this photograph ai'c seen the walls of the 
ehurch, the steeple of whieh has fallen in 
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ALL THAT EEIEMSS OF THE MAIN STRKET OK ESTAIRE.S 
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iiEKViLi.K {/Vo;h o/(/ VIVJIIirtlUj) 



Li'iicc OH f/(f /'.rt ("/((■ Sipiiirr. in irhirh funiicrhj doinl llic Hi'itcl-dr-ViUr : 
its i-uined lielfrv is now a mere heap of bricks and stones. 

Bci/oiirl a Girinan criurlcrij on the jii/ht, jiass tJiroiigJi Neuf-Berquin, 
af'tri- ivli.'ch. on titnuufj to the left, Merville comes into xicv,-. 




jlKRVir^LE CHURCH, AS THE CIERJIAN KHKIJ.S I.l;i-'T TT 

,SVcj) from Uie line ih's Trcun I'n'Irex. 
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uiiNs OF i.Kh'rmoi ciirui-'ii 

At the ciitiaiicc is tlu' iTiiU'tti'v. the area (if wliich has l-ecu (hii:Meil by 
sfi'iieil I'ows i)t' Httic wooden cvosses, eaeh iiiaikinu a British L:i'a\c. 

Ti'time eaii l)es|iareil ((w'oor tliiee lunirs) jn'oeeeil as fai' as Nieppe Foi-es-t, 
keeping straight on, and lea\"irej l\ler\ille on the lefi. 




JjJiS'l'JlEM ClIATJiAIT 

(nestnuinl till the German bnmJnnhiinita.) 
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EEMAI^'S OF r.OCOX VILLAGE 



Contrarily to other forests in the battle area, Xieppe Forest did not suffer 
greatly, although, like the others, it concealed munitions and stores. (Note 
the numerous narrow-gauge rails lying along the roadside.) 

The roails themselves bear traces of hastily constj-ucted defence-\\-oi'ks. 

On the left, near the outskirts of the forest, a path^\-ay leads to a cemetery 
containing British soldiers' graves. 

La ilotte-au-Bois, lying in a clearing, suffered Httle. Its 17th century 
chateau, \\-hich eseajicd destruction, can be reached by crossing tlie canal 
over a temporary bridge, leaving on the right a small octagonal chapel of 
no special interest. 

ErI-iuii hij tlir srniir TOarl fo Merville, nnJ pass fIn-oiifjJi U. taking a 
Ldance at the ruins of the church on the right. Cioss ilie cintal, flic Lijs, 
riiid the raihraij nrnr tlie station, ami turn to tlic left uitiiicdiaiely after- 
warrls. 

Follow tlie railway, then re-cross it. The road here runs parallel to the 
canal. At the next fori: leave on the left the roarl to the Gore/iie ; turn to 
the rirjht. cross the' raihcnf, and r,//,T Lestrem. Bci/oiid the hridfje over 
the Laive, pass the church,' then turn In Ihc riijlif, and shirl the ijroiinds of 
an old ruined chateau. 

This chateau— completely resloi'cd in IsfHV- ^-as used by the (Jeraians 
as an observation-post, and subsefjuenlly \Ain\n up by them on April 10, 1918 
(photo, p. 122). 

On leaving Lestrem the road winds. On the left, broken fiagments of 
iron-work mark the site of the distillery, whicli piovided a livelihood for part 
of the working population of La Fosse village. The ruined church is seeu 
to the left, on the fur fide of the canal. 
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BETHUNE. THE CAXAlj AND SIDIXG (ClicUi' LL.) 



Go tJirowjJi flic liamh'f 0/ zeiobes, -which, like that of Lobes, -was razed 
to the ground. 

I'liss l]ir<iiii/Ji irUaf was Locon village (photo, p. 12.3). 

Lawe Canal, after running parallel to the road, turns and cuts it. Cross 
till' canal hij the Iciuporanj hriilijc. 

A little further on, the road again follows the canal as far as the entrance 
to B^thune. 

Cross the Aires Canal, jiass tlie railivay station on the left, then through 
the liorsc-inarhet to the Place de la BepiMiqioe. Gross the latter and talc 
the line de liivage to tlte Grande Place. 

Foi' four j^ears the whole district just passed through, since leaving 
Armentieres, was the scene of incessant fighting. 

In October, 1914, it saw the close of the fighting which concluded the 
" race to the sea," and the stabilising of the front here resulted in more than 
six: months' continuous fighting. 

A little later, the Artois offensive of 1915 found an echo in local operations 
for the possession of key positions like Festubert and Neuve-Chapelle, giving 
rise to sanguinary struggles without decisive result for either side. 

Finally, in 1918, it was the scene of the third great Gei'iuan offensive for 
Ihe conipiest of the Hills (see pp. .'J8-43.) 
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B^thune 



The foundation in 984 of the Collegiate Church of St. Bartholomew, by 
Robert I., ancestor of Sully, is the fijst nieutir'u of Bcthun^' in histoiy. The 
to^^ n, owned in turn bj' the Counts of Fla adei's, t lie Dukes of -BurLiund^-, and the 
House of Austria, annexed to France at the Peace of Nimegue in 1C78, taken 
in 1710 by the Triple Alliance, -was finally restored to France in 1713 by 
the Treaty of Utrc-cht. 

A fraternity, called the " Confrerie des Charitables." still survives. 
Founded after the plague of 1188 by two blacksmiths, to A\hom St. Eloi 
appeared in a vision, asking them to assist their fellow-countrymen who 
were djing unsuccourcd, it performed the burial rites of the dead. 

During the Great War the town was intermittently bombarded for three 
and a half years, but from the end of February, 1918, to April 21 the violence 
of the shelhng increased tenfold, and on the latter date the civil population 
had to be evacuated, the battle having carried the German hues within two 
miles 01 Bethnne. 




r.i'.juiyy.. finiii iiii olrl ciujrdviiKj 



On April 13-18 the l.omljardment became so intense that the town was 
almost razed to the ground. 

The officials and the miners of the district were mentioned in Orders of 
the Day for their courage and endui'ancc. 

At first sight, the tovm floes not seem to have suffered so much, but this 
impression soon passes. 

The Grande Place (photo, p. 126V wheie the chief Ijcauties of this small 
^own were concentrated, is now -t heap of bricks and stones. 

Tl-.e old houses have fallen in : only the facade of one of them (No. 44), 
dating from the 16th centurv, remains, and even this one was severely 
damaged and is now supported by ^loodeii pi'ops. 

Of the modern Hotel-de-Ville there remains only a small portion of the 
facade (photo, p. 127), whilst the Savings Bank on the left is a shapeless ruin. 

The belfrv, built in 1346 and restored fort\ vcais later, is still standins. 
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BLTiirxK. THE GnAM'L I'LACE, Bcforc tin' War. (CUcIir i/j ) 

but the upper portion of it has disappeared, and the liouses wliich surrounded 
it have fallen in. 

Its tower is standing, as far as the upper part of the sun-dial, -i-sdiilst the 
four admirable gargoyles which project at the corncis, and the graceful curve 
of the pointed windows of its first storey, escaped injury. 

The remains of the spiral staircase leading to the top may still be seen, 
l.)ut the loth century wooden spire lias gone. 




ELTHUNE. THE GT!A>!DE l>LiCE. Jftrr llir Bombard Ill'JIlfa 
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ELTiIU:<E. KUIXS OF THE HljTEL-DE-YILLE 

This spire contained a j)eal of bells, one of which, dated 1576, was called 
"La Joyeusc." 

" La Joyeiise " is silenced for ever. 

This peal pave its name to the street behind the belfry, which leads to 
the Church of i'>t. Waast (1533-1545), whose massive to^veI■ "was more than 
half-a-century later than the rest of the building. 

To leave the town, return from tlic Orande Place to the Place tie la- 
Pepuhlique {in .June, 1917, it was impossible to take the Eue d'Arras, which 
is the direct road, all this ];art of the town being obstructed by ruins). 

Ill the Place de la Bepiibliquc ta'ke the Boulevard Victor-Hugo on the 
rigid, and then Eue Marcelin-Berthelot, also on the right. At the cross- 
roads tahe the Hue de Lille to the left. The Faubourg de Lille suffered 
severely from the bombardment. TaJie N. 41 alongside the Aire Canal. 











HUIXS OF ST. WAAST CHURCH 
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BLTIILNK. KVE Jj'.VUKAS, BEFOUK 

KULTUH'S blight fell OS IT. 

(Cliche LL.) (Sec bcloic.) 




V'7 , 
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HETHUNE. EUE D'aEBAS — WHAT THE GEK3L\N SHELLS LEFT OF IT (scC aboVCJ 




UESTEOYED EKIDGE ACROSS THE BASSEE 



For four year.? the fighting never ceased in this region. Leave llie Fcslnhert 
sector on the rigid. Throughout the struggle, the Canadians fouglit so bravely 
that one of their recruiting posters was dedicated to the heroes of Festubert, 
vith this inscription : 

'■ Oiii, ^^;lus avez raisuu. cest liideux le carnage, 
< mi, le pro^^res blesse recule et se deliat, 
Nf.itre sieele en fiireur retourtie au moyen age, 
Mais .sachuii,s done noxis battre, au moiiis, puisiiu'tjn se bat." 

At ilic crossinrj of X. 41 and 43 leave the latter on the right. 

Cross the Grande Bur d' Anncqiiin. From here, on the right, coalpit 
No. 9 can be seen, ^\■ith its \\Tecked machinery in the air — a mass of twisted 
ironwork. 

The ruined viUaejc o/Cambrin is ne.rt passed tltroue/Ji. On the other side 
of the Icvel-crossinti, leave on the riejht the hadlij damaged village o/Auchy- 
Iez-La-Ba,ss4e. The roael nonj follows the canal. After crossing the railway 
(I.e.) vast heaps of broken railway trucks smashed by the shells can be seen 
in the fields on the right. Further oir are eight or nine blocldrouses which 
were formerly brick-kilns. Turn to the left, cross the railnynj, then, the 
Aire Caned by the nciv suspension bridge (beside the old one shown in the 
photograph) and enter La Bass^e, non} a heap of ruins. 

La .Bassee, an important centre standing at the junction of several roads 
and railways, in the heart of the plain of Flanders, south-west of Lille, was 
the objective of many despei-ate struggles during the war. 

In October, 1914, the district of La Bassce was the scene of endless con- 
flicts between the Allied and enemy cavalr3' foi'ces, the little town finally 
remaining in the hands of the Germans. 

A year later, the British offensive in Artoisdiove back the Germans south 
of La Bassee, ^-ihilst to the north the positions of Neuve-Chapelle and Aubcrs 
were bitterly disputed. However, the lines shifted but little, and La Bassi'o 
still remained in the centre of the Hne of fiie, 
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LA eassiIe, from an uld engraiiiig 



Diirins the German offensive of 1918, tlie town again came inside the 
German lines, but the enemy were driven out shortly after^vaJ■ds, during the 
Allied offensive that led to the Armistice and to the consummation of victory. 

(k) tlifough till' Biie (VEstaires, in which there is a large and very high 
armoured shelter that served as an observation-post. Pass the 'mined chiireh 
(photo, p. 132), then ttirn to the right into the Grande Place. Inside a three- 
stoiicd house, which later collapsed under the shell-fire (photo, p. 132), there 
was a German observation-post of concrete, armed with machine-guns. 

Oil leaeini] La Bassee continue aloiif/ A. 41, with its fine trees cut down 
and left along the sides of the road. Pass the first liouscs of lilies village, 
on the left, and 100 yards further on, cross a large avenue (leading to the 
Clidteau de ViDiuion). 



LA BASSEE. 

STREET 

CAJIUUFLAGED 

I!Y THE 

UEKMANS 

(Note tlic higli 

2"'lcs on t/ii: 

left.) 
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On the light, and connected with iV. 41 by a small bridge, there is a large 
German cemetery with a monument to the memory of the soldiers of tlie 
XVth Regiment {Prinz Friedrich) (photo, p. 133). 

The road hads to Fournes, ihc oufsl'ifls of which are crossed hy Hue 
Pasteur. Pass an avenue of fine trees leading to the Chateau of C'omte 
d Hespel, accidentally burned down. 

At the cross-roads there is a bandstand erected by the Germans. A crude 
painting on the back of the stand represents a tug-of-war between a German 
and British, French and American soldiers, in which the German wins appa- 
rently with ease. Italy, depicted as a monkey, is seen clinging to the rope. 

After turning to the right the road passes the large Gambert Boarding 
School, which was severely damaged. Behind it is a large cemeteiy. 

Follow the road to the badly damaged village of Beaucamps, where theie 
are numerous concrete shelter.? in the houses. At tlie cross-roads turn to 
the left. A way-side-cross, ten yards further on, indicate the road. A short 
distance further on are the ruins of the Chateau de Flandre, the basement 
of which, in reinforced concrete, ^las used as a maehine-gmi emplacement. 




r.,V BASSEE. 
]!DE 

Il'ESTAIKES 
IN 1919 

(Co}itpaye u-itti 
photo aiove.) 
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LA EASSI.E. ALL THAT EK3IA1NS OF THE CHri-iCH 

The tourist next comes to what was Radinghem. Beyond flic rniticd 
church (photo, p. 133), tujii to the right past an armoured shelter, -which 
deferided the road, pass under the railway, and at the hamlet of La Valine, 
beyond a chapel, tarn to the right into Enncti^res. The road continues 
through the ruins of Englos and Haubourdin. 




LA BASSEE. CONCKETE OBSERVATIOS-POST BUILT IIY THE GEBJIANS 
INSIDE A HOUSE WHICH, LATEE, COLLAPSED 
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r.KRMAN fEMETKl;Y 
ON THE EIUHT 
l>l' THE RIJAD 
FKUH LA BASSEE TO 

ToniiNKs, luo vns. 

FItoM II.LIES. {See 
Itinerart/, p. 106.) 



GERMAN FUKEEEAL M0NU3IKNT 

Hauljourdin suffered comparatively little from the shells, but like all the 
other occupied towns of France, it was subjected to exactions, war-levies, 
deportations and pillage. The German soldiers, when I'clieved from the 
Hindenburg line, had their rest-billeta there. The church (of no especial 
interest), the hospital (15th century), and a chapel built in 1347, are still 
preserved. 

After ■passing lliroiigJi Loos, return to Lille, entering hij tlie BetJiiine 
Gate'. 




EADINGHEJI IN RUINS 
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LILLE. THE EX-KAISEK IX THE PEACE COIOIOXTAIGXE 

For visiliiig Lille, see 'Jie Micheliii lUus'.mted Guide : '' Lille Before ari-l 
Diiriiiij the War.'' 




LILLE. THE COUETYARD OF THE BOURSE, WITH BRONZE STAICE OE KAPOLEON I. 
CAST FROM CAXNONS CAPTURED AT AUSTEELITZ 
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LILLK, AFTER 
THE BOSIHAKD- 
MENT OF lUU 



THE COLLAPSE OF A HOUSE ON THE BUE DE TAIilS 




I.ILLE. EXTRY OF THE BETTISH STH AKMY ON OCT. 21, 1918 
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KEJI5IEL HILL 

Seen from the road to Wanietnn, at Xeurc SqU.^e. 



THE BRITISH FORCES 

ENGAGED 

in the 

YPRES 

SECTOR 




P/ioto, F. A. Sicalne, London. 



VISCOUNT FRENCH OF YPRES, 
K.P., G.C.B., O.M., G.C V.O., K.C3I.0. 



The Orders of Battle have been compiled from 
information supplied by the Historical Section 
{Military Branch) Committee of Imperial Defence, 
with permission of the Army Council, War Office. 
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THE BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 1914. 



Cummander-in-Chicf 



FlKI.D-irARSHAL SlE Joira FbENC-H. 




PIh'o p. a. Swniur'. London. 

Fir.LD-MAKSHAL MSCOUNT \LLl.^B■i, G.C.B., C.^I.Ij. 



Camin, Divmon . Major-Gen. Sir E. H. H. Allexby, 

ls( Cor ;;-?f. .- Bed:.-Gks, I.'. J. ERIGGS. ith Cue. Tide.. BKia.-GEN. THE Hux. C. E. 

•2nd Cur. l:de. : BRIG.-("IEN. H. BE B. I'D LISLE. 

3,-d i'i. 



ith Cue. Tide. 

]>IKGHAM. 

r,ih Car. Tide. : BitiG.-GES. Sir P. W. C'hetwohe. 

;;,/f. ; BRIG.-GEX. II I'E I.A T. (ic.UGH. H.II.A. : Bl-.IG.-(iEN-. U. 1' DlMKE. 





FIELD-MARSHAL EARL HAIG, 
K.T., ILL'.B., O.M., (i.C.V.O., K.C.I.E. 



Photo, F. A. Su-a!n.',lolidoo, 
tlKN'ERAL SIR H. L. SMITH-DOREIEN, 
Li.C.B., G.C.5I.G., D.S.O. 



Fir.$t Aiimj Curp.'s 
Brlij.-Gru n.A.: Bi:lG..GEX. H. S. iluRXE. 
1x1 lluixion, Ma.Tiii;-(;en'. 8. H. Lhmax. 
\st Goo rd-< IMe.: BrIg.-Gen. F I. JIAX^E. 
'Ind Inf. Ddr. : Brig.-Gex. E. s Bulfix. 
3)-d Inf. Tide. : BrIG.-Ges. H. S. Lanhun. 
irtUknj: Bbig.-Gen. N. D. Fixdlav. 



Liei't.-Gen. Sir Douglas Haig. 
Brhj.-Gen. Jl.Ji. : BRIG.-GES. S. R. Etce. 
2iul Dirixiuji. MA.JOR-GKS. C. C. Muxun. 
ilh Guards Bde. : Brig. -GEN. R. SC"TT-Keui;. 
r.rt Inf. Bde. : BRIG.-Gen. E. C. B. Hakixg. 
Vth lof. Bde. : BRIG.-Gex. E. H. Dayie.s, 
Artm'enj: Brig.-Gen. E. M. Perceval. 

Second Armii Corp.? Geseral Sir H. L. SMiTH-roERiEX. 

Brkj.-Geo. Jt.A. : BRIG.-Gek. A. H. Sitgrt. BrIo.Gen. R.K. : Brii:.-Gex. A. E. S.\xliB.\rH. 

3rd Dirision, Major-Gex. H. I. \V. Hamilton. 5« V!ri.-.-ioo, Ma.tor-Ges. Sir G. Fergissox, ET. 
7th Inf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. F.W. N. McCracken. is"' -f".(- Bd'. : Brig.-Gen. C. J. Ccthbert. 
m inf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. B. J. V. Dorax. J^« %'^^- ^B^^^?^^- I "^"^V ,„lxx 

<)th Inf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. F. C. Shaw. gleic'hen. 

Artillern: Brig.-QeN. F. D. V. Wixg. Artllleri/: Brig.-GeX. .T. E. W. HEAHLAM. 

imh lof. I',de. : MA.lfiU-GEN. L. DRU5IM0X1'. 

Third Army Corps . . . Ma.jor-Gen. W. P. Pultesey. 

(Formed in France, Aaguft 31, 1910.) 

Brig.-Gen. R.A.: Brig.-Gex. E. .t. Phillips-Hornet, A'. C. 

Brig.-fJen. R.E. : Brig. -GEN. F. M. Gn BB. 

all Diriyion. ilA.TOR-GEN. T. D'O. SxOW. 6(7) Diri-iirm, JIA.Ior-Gex. .T. L. KEIR. 

Vlth Inf. Bde. : Brig. -GEN. .T A. L. UALHANE. (Emb/irked.for.K Xazaire, Sept. S-9, 1014.) 



Brig.-Gen. A. G. Hunter 



Vith Jnf. Bi!p. .• Bi.ig.-Gex. e. c. Ingocville- 

Williams. 
nth Jnf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. W. E. b. Dorax. 



nth Jo,f. Bde. 

Weston. 
nth Jnf. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. H, F. M. Wilson. \sti /n/ Brf/.'.-'BEiG^GEN.V. NrcoxGREVE.V.C. 
ArtiUenj : Brig -Gex. G. f. Milne. 



Artillenj: BRIG. -GEN. W. L. H. Paget. 
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FIRST BATTLE OF VPRES. 

(October 19— November 21, 1914.) 

General Officer Commandiiig-in-Chicf . . Fikld-Makshal Rik John Pbench 
Cavalry Curtis . Gen. Sik E. H. H. Allenby. 

is.* C,n: Dicislon: ilA.JuiM)E.N H. de B. he -liid Cae. Dhnshn : Ma.iok-(;kn h 

Lisle. 
Ixt Car. Bile. : Br.iG.-QEN. (,'. J. Briggs. 



:()•</ Ctii\ Ilde. : Bkig.-Ge.v. .1. A. Be 
, „ „j , , all Ciir /«(<•.: Brig. -Gen. c. E n 

•iild Car. Bde. : Bkig.-GES. K. L Ml LLENS. ;,th Vnr. ISdr. : B„IG..GES. P. ClIEr 

:((■(/ Car. Dii'lston : Majok-Gen. .1. W. Bynb. 
C(// fVr. Cfr. .. BllIG.-GES. E. Makiks. Uh Car. Bde. : Bkii: -Gkh CM K\ 

nil Car. Bde. : Brig.-GEN. C. B. BI' I.KEl.EV-.JOIl.N.SU.N. 



.P. Goui:h. 
.1. ^JIVTHE. 
NGHA.M. 
WliDE. 




p/,nln. A/,..,<e//. /,„„,;„„. 

LOKD EAWUKSOS, I..C.E., L..C.V.O., 
K.C.M.G., A.D.C. 




LIEUT.-&EN. SIR II, 
G.C.3I.G., K.C.B 



Fir.^t A}-))Vf Cnrp.'i 



Ist Di'i-islnn; :vlA.7nR.GKX. S. H. L.iMAX. 
Ill Guards Bde.: BRIG.- GEN. I'. FlTZGLAKENrE, 
•-'/ii' Inf. Bdp.: BuiG.-liEN. E S. Bei.Fls. [\ C. 
■■in/ /„/'. Bde.: BRIG. GFN. II, .1, S r.AMiMX. 
Jrtilleri/: Bl.lG.-GEN. E. .\, h'.v.NsllAWE. 



Gen. Sir D. ITatg. 

illd DIrlsiall : MA.JOR-GEN. I '. I'. :\r,iNR, 

itJi Ouard< Bde. : Erig.-Gex. LdRIi O.wa; 

rdli Inf. Bde. ; COL. C. B. WEST.lIArc.TT. 
(tth laf. Bde.: Brig. -GEN. R. PaN'^hawe. 
ArtiUenj : Brig. -Gen. E. 31. PergI'A ai,. 



f^ccoilrl Armji C'arpf: 
rnd Diri.^ion : 3Ia.)ur-GkN. C. .T. ;Mai:ke\7,ie. 
Ttt I, if. Bd'.: Brig. -Gen. F W. McCimken. 
S'/i Jnf. Bde. : Brig. -Gen. P.. .T. ('. DORAN, 
Of// Inf. Bde. : Brig, -Gen. P. C. ,ShAW. 
Aiiillerii : Brig. -Gen. .\. H. Short. 

TJiirrl Army Carps 

ilk T>ir:.-.i„n : jrA.JOR-l'iEN. H p. M WILSON. 

mill Jnf nde. ■ Brig. -Gen. c. P. A. Hull. 

will Inf. Bde : BRTG.-GFX .A. HCNTER WESTON. 
Vllh Tnf. Bd=. : Brig .Gfn P, G. AnlEY" 
Arldleni : Brig. -GEN. G. P. JflLNE. 



Gi'.x. Sir H. L. Sjitth-Dorrien. 

-,lli Diriiiun : 3rA.IoR-GEN. T. X. .\roRLAND. 
\:Vli Tnf Bde. : GOL. A. \V. IIARTYN. 
mil Tnf Bde.: BriO.-Gen. E. .S. AIaite. 
jr.lli Inf. Bde. : Brig.-GEN. A. E. W. CoiNT 

gleiohen. 
Arldteni: BRIG. -GEN J. E, W. Heai.i.aji. 
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ALDERSON, K.C.B. 
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btJi Army Corps: Lieut.-Gex. E. A. E'ANSHAW. 
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